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~ INTRODUCTION 

One of the basic purposes of the Commission! s investigation 
of the assassination of President Kennedy is to determine whether it 
was due in whole or in part to a foreign conspiracy. The investigation » 
conducted by the section of the staff responsible for the foreign as- 
pects of the Commission's work leads to the conclusion that there 
was no foreign involvement. Nevertheless, there is evidence which 
— a possible conclusion of foreign involvement which we 


think should be brought to the attention of the Comission for its 
‘ ‘ 


_ independent evaluation. 


The foreign countries most suspected_in the public's mind - ! 
are the Soviet Union and Cuba. The Chinese communists and even Madame 
Nhu's wing of Vietnam, however, might also be suggested 1/ ‘Likewise, 
the possible involvement of expatriated anti-Castro Cubans, whether 
resident in the United States or in one of the Sout or Central 
American nations, is worth considering. 

Firm evidence of a foreign conspiracy is obviously: very. — 


hard to came by, since there naturally is the greatest attempt by 


the country involved to prevent discovery. Investigations that are) 2. 


dependent upon information voluntarily furnished by the foreign govern- 
ment involved, such as have already been undertaken with the Soviet 


Union and Cuba, are obviously not very helpful in uncovering evidence !: >»: 





1 / Madame Nhu reportedly sent Mrs. Kennedy a very inconsiderate telegram’ -.. 


snortly after the assassination and she has been reported in the public is 


press as stating that the assassination of President Kennedy was. only 
retribution for the ata oa of her husband, which she claimed was American 
inspireds —~ 


sees 
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of this type, because the foreign government will try to furnish only that 
evidence which it believes to be nonincriminating. ‘Nevertheless » even 
this Kind of evidence can be of some use in sssosetve vhether a foreign 
conspiracy existed. This is because, first, the furnishing of the evidence, 
despite appearances, is not quite "yoluntary." In a case of the magnitude 
of this one, and in which the widely known facts already disclose impor- 
tant links with the Soviet Union and Cuba, these governments are under 
considerable pressure to render reasonable cooperation to the Government of — 
the United States. If they do not, they risk having public opinion swing. 
strongly against them and conclude that they are afraid to cooperate be-- | 
cause the evidence will indeed incriminate them. Second, once these 
governments conclude that they will —e some evidence to the Com- a 
mission, the difficulties of falsifying the evidence they give are con- 
siderable. They must realize that the Commission already possesses a 
‘great deal of data against which there new evidence will be tested, and. 
that the CIA has additional facilities for this purpose which will be 
placed at the disposal of the Commission. Moreover, if even only a small ~ 
part of the evidence furnished is found to have been fabricated, the . © | 
entire body of new evidence will become suspect; and if this should --~ E 
happen; the adverse public opinion effects previously mentioned would = isd 
again come into play. For these reasons, we have concluded that, on - 
balance, it was worthwhile to ask the governments of the U.S.S.R. and”. 3a 
Cuba to furnish the Commission with whatever evidence they could. = -. 
(rt should also be pointed out that there is another reason. . = 


why the governments of Russia and Cuba have been asked to furnish evidence. ae 
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The Comission is primarily interested in ascertaining the truth » not 

just in "pinning the rap" on someone, and therefore the two foreign 

governments mentioned must be regarded not only as objects of investi- 

gation, but also as parties who have a right to be heard. They there- 

fore should be given basically the same opportunity to present evidence 

as has been accorded to the alctiidls of other individuals and institutions 

which have come into contact with Lee Harvey Oswald in one way or another.) 
Obviously, despite the fact that voluntarily obtained evidence 

is not completely useless even in judging whether a icles conspiracy is 

involved, the most valuable evidence for this purpose is that obtained 

through informers, ordinary witnesses, electronic and mechanical spying 

devices and other means available to. American intelligence and investigatory. 

agencies which are not dependent upon the consent of the government being : 

investigated. The bulk of this memorandum will deal “ith this kind of * i. 

evidence, , - | 3 : 
We think this seperate memorandum for thes Conmi.ssion and 


the General Counsel appropriate because the material covered in the 5 


a 


final report to the public will necessarily be somewhat more restricted. : 
A good deal of the information ‘contained herein is Secret or Top Secret 2.20% 
and therefore cannot be disclosed to the’ American Public at-this' times ~~ =~. 


Tn nost instances this is not because of the information itself but — ©. = 


| 


because of the necessity of protecting the method or source for obtain- ~ 
ing it. In other words, in the final report we can set forth the facts, .... :; 
but we will not be able to demonstrate the reliability (or lack of *© 


reliability) of these facts by showing their source. Moreover, in some: 2~~ 
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cases even the inf ormation xtself must be withheld from the public. i 
——— , —_——* 
similarly» ; 


~~ even disclosing the information gained from certain wiretapping facilities 

yould necessarily disclose the existence of the facilities 5 where the 

nature of the snformation 35 such that we could not nave rearned it 

except through these f acilitics. a 
5. SOME_GENERAL | consTDERATIONS | 


guetta Seer eee 


A. uForeign = TnvoLvencn nt" Defined 
We have sntentionally chosen the words, uforeign ‘involy enent ," 

to geseribe the problems with yntich we are ‘concerned in this memorandule 
mhe words were chosen because they are extrenely broad, covering every~ 
syning from 4 comarabively snnocent arrangement for propagenda purposes 
such aSy ‘for examile, 3 asreenent ynereby Oswald might have served the 
propaganda purposes of the Castro Goverment jn New. Orleens and pallas 
an exchange for that Government paying his printing expenses plus some 

small adaitd.onal. compensé tdon » vo the yost serLovs vind of conspiratorial 
connection, 35 ag would be the case if 4 foreign power nad ordered Lee oswald 
%o FAlL John F- Kennedy. bY nforcign snvolvenent, B however we do mean - 
souething = ore concrete than simply enotional or ideological snfluence. 
The Cormission already possesses evidence ; and indeed so does the general 
public, “that Oswald considered hinselt a Marxist and that he sympathized 


ynol cneartedly | ane the Castro regimes he openly spread paxphlets in 


i%s vohalt on the streets of New Orleans end he sem 4%ts side in radio 
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and television debates. These facts have already been established, and 
they will be assumed, rather than discussed, in this memorandum, The 
question to be treated here is whether there was some reasonably close 
working relationship involving Oswald and a foreign power or at least 
a group of men based in a foreign country. | 
| B. "Agent for What?" 

The popular discussion of the ‘foreign-conspiracy problem, current _ 
in America and especially common in the European press, deals most fre- 
quently with whether Lee Harvey Oswald was an "agent" of some Poreten 
pover or domestic conspiratorial group. Discussing the problem in this 


manner as misleading, because evidence that indicates that Oswald may 


have been one kind of agent is read by the pel to mean that he could == 


have been an agent for almost any purpose, including the assassination 


of the President, when in fact, upon closer analysis, » such would not be 
the case at all. It should be kept in mind that to conclude that Oswald 
was or was not an "agent" is not enoughs it should ‘always be asked, "an 
agent for what?" For example, if it should be shown that Oswald was a 


paid Soviet Agent for the purpose of spreading Communist propaganda among 


workers wherever he lived, this would of cow’se be something in which 3 


the Commission would be greatly interested, but it’ would not at all- |’; | 
follow that the Soviet Goverment should then be blamed for the death ‘of. se at 
the President. 


More importantly for our purposes, the question, "Agent for What?" 


- should be kept in mind inorder that the plausibility of our evidence can ». 
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be tested. For example, an assertion that Oswald was the agent of the 
Castro Goverrment for the purpose of obtaining intelligence-type infor- 
es in the United States is, upon reflection, extremely unlikely. 
Oswald was a past defector from his country, lacked a completed high 
school education, was almost always confused in his own mind about all 
neuts of things, was usually unemployed and when he was employed, or- 
dinarily worked as an unskilled laborer. Finally, he publicly espoused 
Castroism and propagandized in its behalf. Under these circumstances, 
the use of Oswald to obtain eed information for the Cubans, or indeed 
any information which was not readily available to everyone through tele- 
vision or newspapers, is preposterous. He could not conceivably have | 
been permitted access to any such material, even under. the loosest security 
arrangements. On the other hand, ‘his circumstances and character do fit 
the criteria for an "agitator," propagandizer, or even an assassin, 
for the Cuban Goverment. It follows, therefore, that bits of evidence 
pointing towards his being an agent for one of the latter purposes must 
be taken seriously, whereas sarin to the effect that he was obtaining 
secret information for Castro should be given for less credence. 
Ce The Over~all Relevance of Political Motive: = 

A third factor which showld be kept in mind throughout this «% 
entire memorandum is the possible okbven: of the various governments and 
groups involved. This obviously ties in closely with the previous 
discussion on the various Kinds of agent Oswald may have been. Here, too, 
examples will show wat we mean.’ Khrushey seems to have gotten along ~~ 


reasonably well ‘with the late President “and in general seems to be 
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sophisticated enough to have realized that the death of President Kennedy 
: 7 } 

and the succession to power of Vice President Johnson would not result in 

any significant change in American foreign policy towards the Soviet 


‘Union. Consequently, the Soviet use of Oswald as an agent to assassinate 


— —e ee 


the President is relatively unlikely. The same conclusion does not follow 
for the Sovict use of Oswald as an aide teat agent to kill other 
persons in the United States, however. Even as recently as the late 
1950's the Soviet Government was using assassination as one of the methods 
to gain its political ends. Two Russian Ukranian anti-Communist leaders 
were murdered in Western Europe by an agent of the KGB, This agent later 
got into trouble with his superiors and defected to the West; he told 
Western intelligence that before he got into trouble he-was in line for 
training in the language and customs of the United States and the British fe. | 
Commonwealth countries, so that he could carry on his work there. It is ] | 
conceivable therefore that the Soviet Government has , agents in the United 
States at this time ready to kill when directed to do so by their Govern- 
ment. Once we accept this fact, the possibility that their network, if 
it exists, included Lee Harvey Oswald must be fully explored. An analysis 
of the possible motives of the Cuban Governnent is more difficult.. The.  §~ 
men who make up that Government are probably less coolheaded and rational*i*"*° 
than the Russians. Simple retaliation, for example, is a motive which must” 
be thoroughly considered in dealing with Castro. 
The foregoing discussion of motive is not meant to be exhaustive.” ™- 
We only mention it here because it is extremely important and because’ = °* | 


it cuts across all the other more specific and detailed evidence Which 2-5 | 
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will be taken up later, and therefore should be kept in mind while read- 
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ing all the following portions of tris memorandum. Where appropriate, / 
we will bring up considerations of motive again. | 
TI, INVOLVaIMIT BY THE SOVIET WON 
A. The circumstances srrounding Oswald's entry into the Soviet 
Union in October 1959: Do they show that the Russians knew 
of Ys cluine en that he recateed help in planning his 


defection? 
1. Possible Comaunist contacts while 
Oswald was in the Iarine Corps. 

While still in the United States Marine Corps, Oswald on 
September , 1959, applied for a U. S. passport to travel abroad, which = -». 
passport was issued on September 10, 1959. Oswald listed as the countries ~ 
which he intended to visit, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Mngland, France, 
Switzerland, Germany, Finland, and Russia. He also stated on the 
application that the purpose of his trip would be te attend the Albert 
Schweitzer College in Churivalden, Switzerland, and the Turku University 
in Finland. | 

We are not quite certain when Oswald first determined to go ' 
to Russiaee/ From his own statements, however, we can conclude that he .- 


probably began to lay plans in his own mind one or two years before he 





2 / There’is a statement attributed to Oswald's mother's doctor, Dres, ss. ° 
fforton N. Goldberg, that the mother told him sometime between April 4, \* '.. 
1957, and January 30, 1959, that her son (unnamed) intended to defect *- 
_to Russia... This is wholly at’ variance with her testimony, however, — ', 

and is also inconsistent with Oswald's letters to her from the period... 

before he entered Russia and just before he disappeared into the Soviet “5 

world, which letters indicate the affair had never been disclosed to 

her previously.- 28 
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arrived in Russia. He had been a United States Marine and was stationed 
teesith in 1957 and 1958 » in the Philippines, Japan and possibly Formosa. 
Thus there is the possibility that Oswald came into contact with Communist 
azents at that time. Japan especially, because the Communist party was 
open and aahioe there, would seem a likely spot for a contact to thawte been 


made. 


George deMohrenschildt, a Russian emigre' who left to escape the 


Communists, and a friend of Lee Oswald's, has testified that Oswald once 


told him that he had first got the idea of defecting when he was in Japan. 
Oswald's words, as remembered by detichrenschildt » were, "I met some. 
Communists in Japan and they got me excited and interested and that was 

one of my inducements in going to Soviet Rusata: to see what goes ons = 
there." Defchrenschildt's evidence on this point is at variance with ~ / 
Oswald's ow statements, made after he had arrived.in Russia in two inter- 
views he granted with American newspaper reporters in his hotel roam at 
Moscow. With both of these reporters he insited thet he had "never 

met a live Communist" and that the intent to defect was his own and was 
derived entirely from his reading and thinking. There is no way of know- 

ing which of Oswald's statements represented the true state of affairs. — =. 
On the one hand, he may have been more cagitned to tell-the truth to his": i 
friend, defohrenschildt, than to two newspaper reporters in Moscow. On: 

the other hand, at the time he spoke to the reporters there would seem 

to have been 1s reason for him to hide the fact that he had met Commmnists~ =~ =. 
previously, because he believed that he was being accepted by the Russians © 
and was leaving the United States forever; and also, the statement to 


deMohrenschildt smacks of the fiction which Oswald tried to create after 
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/ 
he came back to the United States, which was that his residence in Russia 





( . had been something purely academic, "just to see what it was Like over 
there." . In any event, contacts with Communists in Japan snd the Philip- 
pinds were certainly available if Oswald wanted to make them. Whether 
such contacts, if they occurred, amounted to anything more than same 
Older Communist advising Oswald, who was then only 18 or 19 years old, 


to go to Russia and see the Camunist world, is unlmown. 
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During the last six months to a year that he was in the Marine 
! | Corps Oswald engaged in arguments with other Marines in favor of Marxism and 
Socialism, at least on a few occasions. Some men who knew him olatneit 
that he did not argue in this manner ; ethay say that he did. He appar-. 
ontly was reluctant to argue too openly because he felt that he — being ©. == 

"persecuted" by his superiors for his pro-Conmunist views. One of his 
C | Lcllow Marines has testified that Oswald visited the Cuban ibasay in 
| los Angeles on one or two occasions and received mail from it during the 
spring or summer of 1959, just before he was discharged. In the early . if 
upring in 1959 Oswald wrote a letter to his brother which, inter alia, } 
stated: : | 

mJell, pretty soon I will be getting 


out of the Corps and I know what I ; 
want to be and how Itm going to do it."- ==.” 


While in. the Marine Corps Oswald managed to accumulate, according =~" > t 
1o his own statements, $1600, despite the fact that as a private first 
Class he could never have earned more than about $100 per month. He). 


. “pent about two years and ten months in the service and claimed that he 2 i: 


saved this entire amount out of his salary. This is obviously an impressively Z 
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high amount of money to save from such a small monthly stipend, even 


when spread over almost three years, but it is not impossible. Evidence 
of his living habits and attitudes towards money wixich has been obtained 
since the assassination indicates that Oswald was extraordinarily frugal 
when he had a reason to be. ‘ There are only two periods when he is known 
to have spent money freely. One was for a few months after he was sent to. 
Japan by the on and there kept a iielis apparently for the first time, 
when he went on a heavy drinking spree. A ‘fellow Marine who Inew him then 
believes Oswald "suddenly felt like aman." The other was during the 
approximately one year when he was a bachelor in Russia at which time he 
had no obligations other than to support himself, had no reason to save, 
held a high-paying job, was receiving a fat monthly subsidy from the Soviet. 
Governnent and, again, was involved with women. After he returned to the 
United States he was frequently unemployed, and he then literally watched 


every penny. He frequently skipped breakfast except for coffee and ate 


only cold meat, bananas and bread and jelly for lunch. His trip to 


fexico was financed --on a shoestring, but still financed-- at a time 
when the family was so destitute that Marina asked ‘ friend, Ruth Paine, to 
take her bee thes home so that the Oswalds' expected child could receive _ 
siiccresibe food and medical attention. 

. While in Atsugi, Japan, he studied the Russian language, probably 
for the nost part by himself, but. perhaps also with some help from one 


of the officers in his outfit who was interested in ‘languages and used to 


=P 


practice Russian conversation with him occasionally. He took the Amy 
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"S, A. T." test in Russian in January 1959 and rated "Poor." By the 
time he reached the Soviet Union in October of the same adil he could 
speak the Januage well enough to get along in restaurants and similar 
places, in a rough manner. During the long period in Moscow while he 
was awaiting the decision of the Russian Government on whether to accept 
him, his Diary records that he forced himself to practice his Russian 
eight hours a day. Again, after he was sent to Minsk in early January 
1960, he took lessons fram an interpreter assigned to him for the purpose 
by the government. Marina says that iy the time she met him in March 
1961 he spoke the Language well enough so that she at first thought he 
was from one of the Baltic areas of her country, because his accent was . 
similar to that of persons from that sobiticn of the USSR. She says that - eae 
his only defects were that id green was sometimes incorrect and that 
his writing ability was never very good. It could be argued that the 
foregoing evidence shows that he must have received Russian lessons from 
an expert while he was in the Marines, but in our opinion such a cohdlnsien” 
is not justified. 

The question whether Oswald had contacts with Communists while he 


was in the Marine Corps leaves open the further question, What kind of -. 


contacts? Basically, there would seem to be two sorts of relationships «1-0 - 


which could have existed. The first is one in which Oswald, possibly —= -=1.- 
in Japan, sought out some English-speaking Canmunists to carry on polit-. . 
jcal. and philosophical discussions with them, and also perhaps to talk. |’: 
about traveling to Russia or even defecting. This, we believe, is NeNrys sar 


pessible, perhaps even likely, although we have no hard evidence that itis: i: 


occurred. The second sort of relationship that might have existed is a 


=6RSreke= 
A 


closer one, one in which Oswald would have been urged to defect and given 
more or less detailed guidance on how best to do so. If he received help 
in learning the Russian language or in accurmlating sufficient funds to 
travel to Russia, for example, the existence of this second sort of 
relationship could be inferred. Once it is postulated that Oswald may 
have received more or less detailed guidance from Soviet or Camnunist 
agents, however, the circumstances of his "hardship" discharge en the | 
Marine one must be taken into account, and in our opinion they cut 
against the probability that his actions were the result of Soviet or 
Canmmunist coaching. The facts of Oswald's "hardship" dischasge from 

the Marine Corps are these: 

In December 1958 his mother, who wae a widow and her ow only — — 
means of support, had an accident at work. _ From that time on she was | 
incapacitated for gainful employment, but the insurance-campany physicians. 
concluded that her incapacitating symptoms had not been caused by the 
accident and her insurance benefits were therefore dmmediately terminated. |” 
‘This left her with no means of support end some high medical bills to pay. | 
She turned to her son for help. He first worked through his commanding 
officer ooh thi Red Cross, and he soon got her a monthly allotment, paid 
for partly out of his ow salary, of about 9120. He then, despite the -.- 
fact that she advised him not to because stie believed that the monthly 
allotment she was receiving would be sufficient, applied for a "hardship" 
discharge on the grounds that he ought to return home to Fort Worth, 


Texas, to take care of her. The Marine Corps granted him his discharge’ * ~== 


Myc 
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on September 11, 1959, only a week or so after he applied for it, and 
he thereby got out of the service about three months before his enlistment 
would have terminated in the watery course. Once the Marines released 
hin, tie went directly home, left $100 with his mother , told her he was 
going to become a merchant seaman or get into the "import and export 
business" in New Orleans and send her lots of money, and then deserted 
her. The next she heard he was a passenger on 4 boat to Europe, and the 
next word after that was that he was in Russia. She learned he was in 
Russia only from the Fort Worth News. Tt later turned out that Oswald. 
had applied for and received his passport even before he-had obtained ‘his 
"hardship discharge." | | | 
Under the circumstances, he undoubtedly dbteiined the: discharge cacc< 
fraudulently. If the Russians were in fact coaching him at this time, - 
i+ would seem unlikely that they would have advised him to obtain a 
discharge under these circumstances, merely in order So aitin Sires Gaeathet 
time which, after all, oma not particularly valuable to anyone. The 
fraudulent discharge not only got Oswald in deep trouble with the Marine | 
Corps — he eventually received a dishonorable discharge from the 
Reserve -= but vie: wine obviously morally offensive and potentially very  -= 
unpopular in that he deserted his- own mother when she seas walk; uriemployed 1: 
and poverty-stricken. It could only detract from whatever usefulness he -+: — 
might have for the Russians after his defection, either as a propagandist 


or a secret agent. _ 
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2. Indications of Outside Help in 


His Travel and Entry into Russia 
On March 1h, 1959, Oswald applied for admission to the Albert 


Schweitzer College in Switzerland. He was accepted and was supposed 
to start the course on April 19, 1960, but he never attended. 
He left New Orleans, Louisiana, for Europe on September 20, 
1959, having been honorably discharged from the Marine Corps on September 11, 
1959. Instead of going to Switzerland, he went directly to Helsinki, 
Finland, by way of Le Havre, pees, and London, England, arriving at 
Helsinki on October 10, 1959. (The stops in Lelavre and London were 
only for several hours, though when he reached London he told the inmi- 
gration officials he intended to stay for 7 days). Four days later, on. = 
October 1), 1959, ies issued Soviet Tourist Visa No. 03339. "It 
was marked valid for entry at any point along the Viborg-Moscow Baraee 
until October 20, 1959, and permitted a single 6-day sojourn in the 
Soviet Union. Oswald entered the Soviet Union at the Vainikkaln cross- 
ing point srieute he Howcow by train on October 15, 1959. He arrived 
in Moscow on October 16 and was met by an-Intourist Representative, - 
Rima Shirokova. She took him to the Hotel Berlin, where he showed *-:~+ 
his 6-day tourist visa and registered as a student.” qth “ag 1S 
There have been statements to the effect that Cunead! s wliey 
into Russia raises suspicion because of the ease with sich it occurred. 
For example, John A. McVickar, an official at the Embassy in Moscow in. *- 
November 1959, stated in a memorandum of November 27, 1963, that there °~ 
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was a possibility that in soning to the Soviet Union and attempting to 
renounce his citi eanshdp Oswald was "following a pattern of behavior in 
which he had been tutored by person or persons uninown."” McVickar also 
states, in a follow-up memorandum dated April 7, 196), that significance 
should be given to the fact that Oswald selected Helsink., Finland, since 
Oswald would have to have known the not too obvious fact that Helsinki 
is a "usual and relatively uncomplicated point of entry to the Soviet 
Union (one that the Soviets might well choose for example at arranging the 
passage themselves.)" It should be pointed out by way of rebuttal that 
Oswald might well have obtained such travel information from the Cuban 
Embassy in Los Angeles -- with which he had contacts in the sumer before 
he came to Russie Also, probably any competent international travel - 
agency could have supplied this information. MeVickar also mentions 
that Oswald applied for the visa on October 1), 1959, ‘and received it on 
October 16, 1959, sétly two days later. The Legal paines to the Depart- 
ment of State, Mir. Abram Chayes, in a Letter dated; April 2, 196), has 
comnented on this: 

"Tt appears , therefore, that he received 

“the visa within a day or two. Usually it S 

takes at least a week for Soviet authorities: SiLse 

to process tourist applications, and so the. the 

speed with which Oswald received his tourist: 

visa was unusual. -% ." 


This is a far more serious matter than NcVickar's previous “see 


observation, whe. amounts to no more than that Oswald picked the 


sensible route +o Russias If in fact Oswald obtained his visa markedly = 7} 


more quickly. than other tourists, the conclusion is almost inescapable =>." = 
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that something behind the Iron Curtain had bes prt in motion in lis 


behalf. Our investigation of this particular proticn has cone up with /s 
the following results: | | : 

In the first place, both Chayes ind EcVicrar have their dates — 
wrong. This does ‘ik reflect on their capabilitic s, because they are | | 


undoubtedly basing their conclusions upon Stase Departnent yiemoranda 

vinich were in turn based upon statements made at the time by Oswald 

ninself, and subsequent investigation has shom tat Tnane vere probably 
searches Oswald's American passport, whic he of course had in his 
possession at the time he traveled to “MSE ia, was subsecuenvly s rrendered 

to the Department of State, after he was Tepe weiaied, and has since been 

placed in the hands of the Cormission. Staap 3 on ee passport ieee that j 


the Soviet Tourist Visa was issued (not applied fs: *) in Helsinki on 


- - ee ge eter ae 


October 1h. [ ete the 


a 


— 


_ Every tying we Imow about his trip 


é . 


f.. waitin 40 the fact that he proceeded to his ¢estirets. 


me ae eee ee eee jt — 


“a. 
\ole 
° 
= 


n, Hescow, as rapidly 
and as directly as his financial wosOureas vod gcurit. Degpite state- 
nents made to fellow travelers along the ray shat he was "only a tourist" 
or "Just a student on his way to college," he in fact wasted no tine in 

' sishtseeing but nade connections es rapidly a3 he reasonably could. 
Therefore, although we have no direct evicenc? insicating. when he first 


applied for a visa, it seens highly probable that le applied for it as 


soon as he. arrived in HOLSET» nanely, on th: 10th of October. Perheps, 


{i \ 


however P “his airplane arrived 2 Helsinici too lets for him to have- 


reached the Consulate before itv clos ed thet crenize. Should tnis have 
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been the case, he probably had to wait until Monday, October 12, to apply 
for a visa, because the 10th was a Saturday and the Consulate premansbly/ 
was not open for business on Sunday. One other fact may be significant: 

Oswald left Helsinki on a train destined for Moscow on the 15th, the day 

after he received his visa. : This points towards the fact that he probably = 
received the visa late on the lth, else he could -~ and therefore, given 

his haste » would -- neve taken a train out the same day. So the final 

result of all these calculations is that Oswald probably received his visa 

, days — he applied for it, but that he may have received it only | 

2 days later. — . 

To date we do not know whether McVickar* s and Chayes' statements © 
that most tourists took at least a week to obtain a visa from the Soviet ia “ 
authorities are accurate and, if they are, whether there were so many - 
deviations from the average waiting period that no particular significance 
should be attached to Oswald's, or whether, on the other hand, chance 


' deviations from the normal waiting period were so infrequent that Oswald's 


has significance. This line of investigation is being carried on at the ~ 
present time. | 

Finally, assuming that Oswald obtained a visa substantially 
sooner than the ordinary tourist would have obtained his, and that the = © "> 
Soviet procedures were sufficiently regular so that a quickly-granted ~~ °°" 
visa would not have been simply the result of ‘ chance variation in the 
normal workings of the bureaucracy, then what —e logically follow? ‘ah ded? 
It would seen that, one of two inferences can be dram. First, the 
Soviet authorities may have had advance warning of Oswald's arrival 


and been "ready and waiting" to handle him rapidly once he arrived. 
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Second, the Boxtes authorities may have been entirely ignorant of ” 


Osi cla? Ss ondhoa arrival, but when he did. arrive he, Oswald, immediately 
made know his strong sympathy with the Communist cause, his 4ntention 
to aefect and possibly even the fact that he had been a radar spore ator in 
the United States Marine Corps and the "fact" (doubtZul) that he possess goa. 
secret information related to this job which he was ready to disclose. 


Tf this is the way Oswald conducted himself at the Soviet Consulate at 





"Helsinki, then indeod his, application would have been handled with =~ ie ee [ 

dispatch. mnerican Embassies thr oughout the yorld would presumably do | 
the same thing if whey believed they had 4 potential defector who possessed | 
valuable snfornation. Oswald nimself clained that he said nothing out of : | 
the ordinary to the Russian Consulate in Helsinkd; he told the officials | 
at the Anerican Enbassy in Moscow on October 31, when he appeared there anti 
an abtbenpt to renounce his citizenship, that he had said nothing to the - = 
Russians about defecting until he arrived in Hoseeys Likewise, Yuri_ 


Ivanovich MNosenko, the Soviet KGB agent yWho satectad to the a States 






: =." aT 
in February 196) es 


claims that the KGB at least h2d no LnowLedge whatever of Oswald x gute 


he appeared in Moscow. 
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| One other piece of evidence relating to the same point should 
_ ‘be brought to the attention of the Commission. : 
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NAN of the latter could be lies or forgeries, however, including even tne 3 
‘ . ' : ; 
i / - : : ‘3 : 
_ fimexican passport, since it was in Oswald's possession for about two 

! ; : 

weeks before he came ‘into the Embassy -- two weeks when he was in the | 


hands of the KGB in the Hotel Berlin and in a hospital in Moscow. The xa git, 


CIA itself is apparently of the opinion that the information which places * 
Osvald in Helsinki, rather than Stockholm,is more reliable. It certainly 
Tit’ the other evidence we have of Oswald's travel better than does the S| : 


"Stockholm" report. 
The forefoing eamlecaaa or sets ena all the information 
available to us at this time on the problem of whether Oswald obtained 
his visa unusually quickly. Ene | . | | . ‘ 


The final judgment which must be made on all this data is of 


course, Uhat conclusion may legitimately be dravm if it is asswaed first, 










that Oswald did get his visa wmsually early, second, thet the quick 
issuance of a visa was significant, and third, that its significance vas 
that the Soviets had warning weil ahead of tine thot Oswald was coming -~ - i 3 
to Russia to defect? Even all this does not necessarily edd up to a 
| conclusion that Oswald was ever used as en agent by the Soviet Governments ~~ 
“ + could add up to the conclusion that they hcped to get hin to Russia 
so that he could there be analyzed for possible use as an agent arid then ~ 
so used. only if the ex:anination of him resulted in a favorable conclusion. . i 
It covld also mean something less serious, for exemple, that they Imnew. 
or suspected that Oswald was going to defect and wented to make it as 
easy as possible for him to get. into Russia so that they vould be sure to 
obtain the * propaganda benefits of his defection before he had a chance 
eaalk yf eee * . 
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to get cold feet and turn back. And of course, the result could also 
nave been much more serious: it could mean that the Russians Inew he 
wes coming and wanted to pave the way for him because he was already 
considered, in one way or another, "one of their oom," and for some reason 
they wanted him safe in Moscow as soon as possible. One final thought 
on this last possibility might be worth noting. If Oswald was so closely 
tied in with the Sovict foreign network that they were already vorking 
together, it would seem unlikely that they would risk jeopardizing the 
possible secrecy of this relationship by so climsy a device as cutting 
three or four days off the usual vaiting period for a tourist visa. 
Surely, if the KGB wanted to bring a secret agent from the United States 
to Moscow, and it wanted to maintain the secrecy of the relationship, ~~. 
it would seem strange if it were to worry about letting hin wait aa 
extra few days on the border. 
B. Did Ostiald Receive Secret Soviet Instructions after He 

levived in Moscow and Ifade Known His inténtions to Defect? - 

AInost three months elapsed fron the tine when Lee Harvey 
Oswald arrived in Moscow until he left that city to take up residence ~ 45 
in linsk. We have attested to reconstruct the events of those months, but. 
a great deal of confusion existse. Oswald's diary, even assuming that Stci% 3% 
is an authentic document, is not ‘a good guide to the details of what © =" 
ocevrred. He must have filled in most of the Diary entries for this. ..~- 
period at a later tine » possibly much later, and he seens not to have “pes 


worried about whether he was ‘accurate or not on dates and even names. 
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Sone light on what was happening behind the scenes has been shed by , be 

/ : 

Yuri Ivanovich Nosenko, the recent — defector, eT / } 

the records of the American EER Dey in Moscow, the menories of some of '— 


the oi fi cials there, and the notes of two newspaper reporters, Hiss Aline 
iosby and itiss Priscelle Johnson, who interviewed Oswald in nis: hotel 
room during this period. The following is a capsule outline of the major - a 
events as we think ‘they occurreds ° 


Date } prvent 








October 16, 1959 4 Oswald arrives in Hoscow ae Yelsinid, On- 
this sane day he told his Intourist guide, 

‘Rima Shirokova, that he wanted to becone a 
— citizen, He did not notify the 
American Enbassy in Hoscow of his arrival. . 

October 22 | * se 2 shea told by the = that he could not 

becone a citizen and rast leave Moscow 

‘ | within two hovrs, Osuald slashed his woists 

in an attemmt to cont suicides 


Cctover 22-29 => Osyald was confined in a hospital in Moscow’ 


—— 


sis aes . and treated for a self-inflicted wound on 


his left wrist. : 


tei 
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Date 
e October 31 


November 3 


November 13 . 
co (or slightly earlier) 


November 15 


Jamary 4, 1960 


eGeSteREE | 
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Event 

Oswald appeared at the American Embassy in 
tena and announced that he wanted to 
give up his American citizenship and become 
a citizen of Soviet Russia. He is interviewed 
at some length and then told to come back 
later if he wmts to carry out a formal 
renunciation of citizenship. 


Oswald never reappeared at the Embassy, but 
“he wrote theh a letter on this date again 

stating that he wanted to renounce his = - | 
American citizenship. - 8 by 
Oswald is interviewed by Miss Aline Mosby . 

of the United Press International. 


Oswald is interviewed by Miss Priscella 
Johnson of the North American Newspaper 


Aliiance. 


Oswald is finally informed by the Soviet® =." 
authorities that he can live indefinitely 

in Russia and that he has been assigned to 
Minsk. He is also told that his application 
for citizenship has not been granted but = =: 


that it may be sometime in the future. <5. 
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Before getting into a detailed discussion of the events outlined 

above we will draw attention to two points we believe are important. 

First, it should be noted that the American government had no knowledge 

of Oswald's arrival in Russia or of his attempt to defect until October 31, 
sixteen days after he actually arrived in the city. In the meantime, | 
he had allegedly attempted to commit suicide and was confined in a 

hospital for medical treatment, There is no doubt that during this 16- 

day period he had many contacts with the Soviet authorities and that these _ 
contacts included officials of the KGB. This raises the question of 
whether the alleged suicide attempt was only a cover for some sort of © 
training or brainwashing. The second point to be noted is that although 

he told the Enbassy on October 31 that he wanted to renounce his American... ~~ 
citizenship and wrote them a letter three days later reaffirming this 
intention, he never reappeared at the Embassy to eee his threat. 

Later , his failure to carry out the formal remmeiation procedures was to 
mean that he had a right to return to the United States as a citizen of 

that country. We will now begin a more detailed discussion of the fore- 
going events. 

On the: same day (October 16, 1959) that Oswald reached Moscow. °---=7 
he informed his Intourist guide, Rima Shirokova, that he wished to apply. € ez 
for Soviet citizenship. Virtually all such guides are KGB agents and — 
therefore we can assume that in all her actions she was guided by KGB = 
orders or at least by her training in KGB methods. On that day or the » 
next day, with the help of his guide, Oswald prepared a letter to the’) ~ 
Supreme Soviet of the USSR requesting citizenship. Exactly what happened _ 
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during the next few days is not clear, because the dates in Oswald's 
Diary around this time show a great deal of sletocken, In general, how- 
ever, it seems that the first reaction of the Soviet Government, expressed 
to Oswald through Rima Shirokova, was a "cautious welcome." He was not 
accepted with open arms, but he was given to believe that the officials 
who were handling his case were sympathetic and that probably everything 
woutd come out all right, though 4% would take time. He spent the wait- 
ing days seeing the sights of Moscow with his guide, Rima. . 

We have good reason to believe that the KGB used the opportunity 


provided by Oswald's waiting 4n Moscow to Learn as much as they could 


about him, through Rima and through virtually everyone else at the Hotel 
Berlin where he Was staying, in an attempt to assess his possible use= 
fulness to the Soviet Union. For example, about two baie later, when 
he was trying to return to the United States, Oswald told an Embassy 
official that he had been interviewed two or three days after his arrival 
by a "reporter from Radio Moscow" who told Oswald he‘ was interested in 
his impressions of the city. Undoubtedly the "reporter" was one more 
person sent by the KGB to sound him out. | 

Finally, on October 22nd, the day upon which lis 6-day visa was 
due to mm out, he was called in ani interviewed by an unidentified official.” 


The interview consisted of : casaiae ie as to why he wanted to become a 


citizen of Russie, what his past life was Like, etc. According to Oswald's _ - 


Diary the interview ended after he had answered all the questions, with no 


encouragenent and no information on what might be done with his case. - ~. 
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He returned to his hotel and that evening was told curtly that his visa 
had expired, that he was not being granted permission to stay in Russia, 
and that he therefore had two hours in which to leave Moscow. If the 
version we have of these events is true, the news hit Oswald like a © 


thunderbolt. The Diary he kept records that he slashed his wrist with 


-a razor about an hour later and plunged it into warm water in a bath- 


tub, expecting to die. He was later found by his Intourist guide, who 
came looking for him when he did not show up for an evening appointment. 
He was taken to a hospital and remained there for 7 days. 

Nosenko, the ex-KGB agent who ne, to the United States, 
confirms the foregoing in its essentials. He says that the KGB had 
determined that Oswald was of no use to them because-he was not mentally. : — 
stable and not too intelligent and that they therefore sent down word 


that he was not to be accepted for permanent residence in the Soviet Union.-. 


. Nosenko caments that the suicide attempt merely confirmed the correctness ~ 


of his agency’s conclusion. ¢? 


According to Oswald's Diary he learned sometime not too long 
after he was released fram the hospital that he could remain in.the Soviet 
Union indefinitely, although the question of his citizenship was still 
open. The Diary kept by Oswald and the statements he made to newspaper eats 
reporters later, in early November, are somewhat inconsistent on this 
poiitib. It is not clear whether he thought that he had been told defin- 
itely that he could stay or whether that he had been told only that he = ~: 
could remain temporarily while his permanent status ‘was being considered. 
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Nosenko's version of the events subsequent to Oswald's con- 
finements in the hospital is different from Oswald's. Nosenko says that 
vhen Oswald was released he was again told that he could not stay, at 
which point Oswald threatened that he would again try to commit suicide. 
Our information on what Nosenko says is somewhat vague on what then oc- 
curred, but apparently Oswald's threat to make a second attempt to kill 
himself fell on deaf ears ag far as the KGB was concerned. It never 
waivered in its decision. Some other ministry of the Soviet State then, 
according to Nosenko, picked up the Oswald case and ultimately -~ probably | 
some time considerably later, even as late as early January 1960 — de- 
termined that he could remain in the Soviet Union. Nosenko speculates that 
this other agency could either have been the Soviet Red Cross or the-= ==. 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, presumably because these agencies were in- 
terested in Oswald not as a nebeditall agent but etanty because he offered 
material for good anti-American propaganda. Oswald's Diary records that 
the. second series of interviews he had with Soviet officials » vhe series 


that began after his stay in the hospital, was with a different group 


from those he had seen before he went into the hospital, and he renarks wnt 


that they did not seem to have had any contact with the first group, © ~~. 
because they asked him many of the same questions over again, This ob- ° = 
servation of Oswald's, if sincere, i.e., if his Diary is not just a KGB a” im 
fabrication, seems to confirm Nosenko's statements. Ms 

Tn any event, it was not untdil after the suicide attempt, on , 
Saturday, October. 31, that Oswald appeared at the American Embassy to _, 
renounce his citizenship. This was the first indication that the American 
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Government had that Oswald was in Russia. He had not reported to the 
Consulate in Moscow when he arrived, as a tourist ordinarily would. 

Upon his arrival he was taken to the office of Richard E. Snyder, 
then Second Senubtary of the Embassy. He handed his passport to Snyder 
and related that he wanted to renounce his American citizenship. Oswald 
informed Snyder that in had been a radar operator in the Marine Corps and 
that he had voluntarily stated to an unnamed Soviet official that he 
would make know to the Russian Government such information concerning 
the Marine Corps and his specialty therein as he possessed. He intimated 
that he might know something of special interest. 

Oswald was told that he would have to file a formal renunciation. - , 
This he never aid, although in a letter dated November’ 3, 1959, which he oUt 
subsequently wrote to the Embassy he stateds _ 


nT, Lee Harvey Oswald, do hereby request that my 
present United States citizenship be revoked. 


'. “WI. appered in person,. at the consulate office of the rd 
United States Mubassy, Moscow, on Oct 31st, for the purpose , 
of signing the formal papers to this effect. This legal right 
I was refused at that time. 

"tT wish to protest against this action, and against the 
conduct of the official of the United States consuler service-.—. — 
who acted on behalf of the United States government. ie :*. 


"iy application, requesting that I be considered for § ~- 
citizenship in the Soviet Union is now pending before the Suprens _. 
Soviet of the U. S. Se Re» In the event of acceptance, Iwill” -. 
request my government to lodge a formal protest regarding this ~~ 
incident." ' 
On November 27, 1963, John A. McVickar, a Foreign Service -..i:- 
Officer, wrote a memorandum in which he described the October 31 meeting SiSUTHE, 


with Oswald. McVickar was one of the two secretaries in the Embassy =.’ 
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on October 1959, the other one being Snyder. McVickar was present in the 
room during Snyder! s interview with Oswald, and confirms what Snyder said 
about the interview. He states in addition that Oswald talked in such a 
way that there was, | | 


"...a possibility that he was following a pattern of behavior 
Sn which he had been tutored by person or persons unknown. 
For exemple, in discussing Marxism and the legalities of re- 
nunciation, he seemed to be using words which he had learned | 
put did not fully understand. His determined statements in 
rather long words were not entirely consistent and not in a 
fully logical sequence...in short, it seemed to me that there 
was a possibility that he had been in contact with others be- 
fore ox during his Marine Corps tour who had guided him and 
encouraged him in his actions." 


The record shows that except for the visit to the Embassy on 
October 31, 1959, andthe letter just.quoted, Oswald, although he continued 
to speak out in an arrogant, belligerent, anti-American manner, did nothing ~~ 
further to renounce his United States citizenship. . | 

Oswald never was granted Soviet citizenship. Instead, on 
Jemary , 1960, he was given an "Identity Document for Stateless Persons" 


A 


(Vid na Zhitelstvo v SSSR dlya lits bez grazhdanstva) » Number 31179, 


good for one year and renewable on a yearly basis. On the same day Oswald 


was finally told that he could reside indefinitely in the Soviet Unione). 


He vias told also he was being sent to live in Minsk. =~. 


The fact that he did not go through with the remunciation of his =.’ *: 
Imerican citizenship, together with the fact that the Soviet Union gave-  _.= 
him only a "Stateless Person" document, raise a possible inference that=. .==- 
Oswald and the Soviet Union planned that someday Oswald would return to im te 
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the United States. Moreover, the whole alleged suicide attempt is subject 
to same suspicion. It is of course unusual for anyone to attempt suicide, 
so quite apart from considerations of Oswald's character and the circun- 
stances of this particular alleged attempt, we must look with special 
scrutiny at the authenticity of any records of such an ‘incident. It should 
be noted that his alleged attempt occurred before he appeared at the American’ 
Embassy and before he made any public statements whatever, to newspaper 
reporters or otherwise , about his defection from the United States and | 
desire to become p Soviet citizen. 

Tt covld be that Oswald's conduct and public statements after 
the alleged suicide attempt were the result of careful coaching = the 
Soviets. For the KGB could have used the period fram October 16, the tit.» 
day Oswald arrived in Moscow, to October 31, when he came into the 
Embassy, to subject him to the most intensive kind of political and psy= 
chological analysis to determine whether he was "good agent material." | 
If this was what happened, then the "suicide attempt” could be a fiction 
the purpose of which was to cover up the fact that for about two weeks 
Oswald was removed from contact with the Western world and subjected to 
whatever analysis and/or training the Soviets felt was appropriate. From —— 


‘what we now know of Cammunist methods of this type, it may well have been” 


necessary to fabricate sanething as drastic as a suicide attempt in order - en 
to provide an explanation for any symptams of the very severe and possibly 

even character-devastating treatments to which he had been exposed which 

might appears In ounee words, if Oswald was subjected to some sort of = 
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"brainwashing" procedure, he could very well have been badly "shaken 
up" by it, in which case the "suicide attempt" would provide an excellent 
excuse for his "nervous" or "exhausted" appearance. 

In this comection, an observation made by Miss Aline Mosby, 
at that time a reporter for the United Press International, may be per- 
tinent. She observed that Oswald was unique ‘among American defectors to 
the Soviet Union during the years 1958 through 1959 or thereabouts be- 
cause he alone, as far as she Imew, claimed to be motivated solely on 
ideological grounds. Every other defector she ever came across, she says, 
spoke a little about how he Liked Communism or the Soviet State but was 
for the most part motivated by same personal mabter » for example, an 
—— marriage from which he was escaping, or perhaps a neurotic in- 
ability to adapt to his job or Life in general. Oswald! § overriding 
concern with ideology, which manifested itself asuaitiy in long "ex- 
planations" of how the Soviet systen was better than the capitalist 
and destined to prevail, and expressed in long words "fron the book" “t 
which he probably did not fully understand, could be evidence of the kind 
of brain-washing for which the-Comunists are know. Conversely, his ___ 
overriding concern with ideology could have preexisted any such "coaching". . 
and instead been the reason why the Soviets were attracted to Oswald in the . 
first place and felt he was worth such coaching. For aman so imbued with 
Camunist ideology might, if he were given further training, especially in 
the ability to. express himself , become an extremely valuable propaganda -— 


spokesman. One can imagine the hopes that may have been in Soviet minds 
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that here was a man from a "working" family in America who, with only a 
little further training, could be paraded all over the world to renounce 
his native country and affirm his allegiance to Soviet Russia — it would 
be a strong counteraction to the bad publicity recently given by the 
mumerous Soviet defectors from the ranks of their athletes and entertainers. 

It should also be pointed out snmediately, however, that it 
is also quite plausible that nothing at all like what has been speculated 
in the previous paragraph really occurred. It is certainly possible that 
Oswald was exactly what he purported to be, namely, a young, neurotically 
embittered and confused ‘wees who had found in Marxist theory an emotional 
outlet for all his frustrations and ee hatred. To 
such a person, it was probably better that he did not really understand . .- - 
all that he was saying; the important point for him was the eantdoned 
catharsis, not the logical details. Moreover, the fact that the Enbassy 
officials and the newspaper reporters all observed that Oswald seemed 
+o "speak fram the book’ without really understanding his words is pro- 
bably even more consistent with his having read Communist writings on his 
own than with his having been coached, After all, a good Mcoacht probably 
would have tried to instill a more coherent set of statements into his 
pupil. Reading many books on his own, however, which were way beyond the ~ 
depth of a boy who left high school while he was still in the tenth grade,~ 
ig the kind of pseudo~intellectual experience that would more likely 
result in the mamner of speaking which was in fact observed in Oswald.» '«. 
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Other evidence which tends to contradict the hypothesis that 
the suicide attempt was a fabrication and that his failure to camplete 
steps to expatriate himself were the result of Soviet coaching and advice, 
includes the following: 

1. Evidence that the suicide attempt was authentic. 

The autopsy performed on Oswald after his death showed that he 
in fact did have a scar on his left wrist and that it was of the kind 
which could have been -- not necessarily was -- caused by a suicide attempt. 
Marina has testified to the Commission that she observed such a scar on 
her husband and asked him about it. The question made him "very angry," 
she says, and he avoided giving her a reply. She was never given the 
slightest hint that he had ever attempted suicide, Oswald's brother ... 
Robert says that he never observed the scar and that Lee never mentioned 
anything about suicide to him. . 
| Oswald's character does not seem inconsistent with a suicide . 
attempt. The letters he ks to his brother and mother while he was 
still in the Western world, to some extent the statements he made to 
fellow Marines, and his action in fradulently obtaining a "hardship" 
discharge from the Marine Corps and departing imnediately from New Orleans. —:_- 
to the Soviet Union, all lend support to this conclusion. Lee Oswald at ~~ == 
the age of 20, when all this occurred, was indeed the ind of tense,. - -*; 
over-dramatic, confused person who was capable of putting all his eggs . 
in the one basket of allegiance to the Communist cause and, when his hopes _ 
there were apparently dashed beyond saving, think that everything was 3 
hopeless and try to commit suicide. 

Oswald's failure to mention the suicide attempt to his wife 


and brother, moreover, does not necessarily reflect adversely on its 
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authenticity. His character is also consistent with keeping the suicide 
attempt secret. Everyone who has ever known Oswald and who has testi- 
fied to the Commission about him, has confirmed the observation that he 
was close-mouthed, had tendencies towards arrogance, and was not the * 
kind of man who would readily admit wealmesses. In addition, once he | - 
decided to return to America, he had the additional reason to keep the 
attempt secret, that he did not want anyone to realize what a devout, 
totally-committed Communist he had once been. In sum, the few indepen- 
dent facts we have about the suicide and the observations on Oswald's 
chegreioer all point towards the fact that it could have been authentic. 

2. The fact that we would not know about the 


suicide attempt if it were not for Oswald's 


Diary. 

It is difficult, despite the apparent plausibility of the 
hypothesis that the suicide attempt was fabricated as a "cover" for 
some sort of brainwashing Seobiiion: to fit the facts of the attempt 
into a coherent pattern of Soviet-inspired conduct. This is because the 
"fact" that Oswald attempted to commit suicide, if it was a fact, was 
riot disclosed witil four years later, when his diary was found among 
his effects after the assassination. If the KGB made up the snotaarih’: = 
in order to divert suspicion from their intensive coaching of Oswald, it - 
would seen more likely that he would have been instructed to give at 
least sone hint to the Embassy officials on October 31 that he had been —-. 
confined in a hospital for a week, etc., or. in some mamer to let them. ©.» | 
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know that the sixteen days aap he had come to Moscow had been spent 
doing something éther than talking with Soviet officials. But the fact 
is that Snyder and McVickar, the officials at the Embassy who saw Oswald, 
received not the slightest hint that he had ever been given medical treat— 
ment of any kind, Moreover, they did not even get the impression that 
he was "shaky"; on the contrary, McVickar emphasizes that Oswald gave 
the appearance of confidence and determination. 

‘The- fact that Oswald's brother, Robert Oswald, was never told 
about the suicide attempt also seems to undercut the hypothesis that it was . 
a Soviet-inspired fabrication. It would seen 1 that if the KGB wanted to use ) 


_«, ‘the alleged suicide attempt to explain why Oswald took so long to appear at 


the imerican Enbassy, it would have instructed Oswald to "confide" in his 
brother, in order to create, through his future testimony, more "evidence" 
that ‘the suicide attempt was real, and to increase the chances that it 
would ultimately became known to American counter-intelligence. The same 
argument obviously can also be applied to Oswald's failure to confide 

in Marina. 

3. Evidence that Oswald was not accepted by 
the Soviets for permanent residence in 


Russia unduly soon after he arrived there. ea 
rf Oswald was accepted for permanent residence in the Soviet 


“i wll | 


Union vunduly quickly after he arrived there, two different Soviet 
motives, both adverse to the witimate conclusion that his conduct was 
not prearranged by then, might be inferred. First, if he was accepted - 
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markedly more quickly than other defectors before him, we could infer that 
the Soviets kmew he was coming, had already carried out their investi- 
gation of him and concluded that he would be a desirable addition to their 
ranks, and were therefore in a position to accept him quickly with very 
Little further consideration, once he arrived in Moscow. The second 
inference ties in with our thinking about the possibility that the 
suicide attempt was only a fabrication, and is more complex. If we accept 
the hypothesis that the Soviets used the period from October 16 through 
October 31 to subject Oswald to some sort of intense sanaemnabion or 
analysis, and that the "suicide attempt" was designed to cover up the effects 
of this treatment, it would seem likely that the Soviets would avoid ex- 
woling their subject to Western eyes for too long a period thereafter, It. =. 
would also seem to follow that they would avoid leaving him for too long : 
in a place where, if he were to lose heart, he could easily re-defect to 
the United States. This additional thought applies to Oswald because we 
imow that the two hotels where he resided in Sijaedien the Hotel Berlin and 
the Hotel Metropole, were both only a short taxi~ride from the pace 


Embassy. ‘The reason we can reasonably infer that the Soviets, if they i 


es 


subjected Oswald to some sort of secret indoctrination or analysis, would 

not leave him in Moscow for too long afterwards is that if he did for 
some reason get discouraged and re-defect to his native CTs he would ~” 
be in an excellent position to disclose to Western intelligence all the S32 
technignes of indoctrination and/or analysis he had been subjected to. | 


<TORSECRERS 





— —-—-———— 


MLA AANA MA CAAA NAA AAAAAIRAA AOLMY ADEA Cw MULAN VRAD AMAA NSA) MRAM AALAND AAAS MA AAI CG A AN RAS MNS A a SUN 


V/ 


. if Oswald was an agent of the Soviet Union and they together made up a. 


| =e Skere 
-38- 


It would be uncharacteristic of any intelligence system, and especially 
of a system of a police state such as the Soviet Union, to take such a 
serious risk of disclosing confidential procedures, and even if he never 


. rerdefected, it would seem unwise to leave him for too long in a place 


where Western observors, such as newspaper reporters, could question hin 

and see him face to face, lest the effects of the treatment or indoctrination 
be accidentally disclosed: Therefore, with both of these points in mind, 

we will review the evidence in an attempt to determine whether Oswald's 
tenure in Moscow prior to being fully accepted by the Soviet State was 


| suspiciously short. 


Oswald's Historic Diary records that between October 16, 1959 
and Jamary ), 1960 he was kept on tenterhooks as to whether he would - 
be given permission to stay in the Soviet Union permanently. Marina's ~~ 
testimony is consistent with the Diary in this —s Of course, 
Marina's statements here are subject to two reservations. First, she, 
herself, could be a Soviet agent and lying. Second,*she did not know 
Oswald until more than a year after he came to Minsk and therefore her 
understanding of the circumstances of his caning to Russia could only have ~- —~ 
been based on what she learned fram him and other people he had spoken to --+ “= 
on the subject. The documents given to the Camission by the Russian — = | 
Goverment bear out that Oswald came to Minsk on or about Jamary hy, 19606. 3°. 
Al. of the foregoing evidence, however, is subject to the infirmity that 


tlegend" about these events > we have no way of seitecententty checking the 3 
truth of the "legend." 


on 
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We have some independent evidence of how long Oswald was de- 
tained in Moscow, but unfortunately it dates only from Novenber! or even 
earlier.. Oswald was seen by at least one newspaper reporter, Miss Priscilla 
Johnson of the North American Newspaper Alliance, as late as November 17, 
1959, about three weeks after he was allegedly released from the hospital 
and almost exactly one month after his arrival in Moscow. When she saw 
him he still, according to her observations, was uncertain about his 
ultimate fate in the Soviet aad, He told her that he had received 
assurances that he would not be forced to return to the United States, 
"pending clarification of his status," (whatever that meant) but he 
admitted that whether or not he obtained full citizenship from the Soviet .- 
Union might not be decided for "years." In other words, fron what Miss ~ — = 
Johnson couwld observe on November 17, Oswald was still by no means | 
"accepted" by the Soviets. In addition, a letter bearing a date of 
November 26, 1959, was received in the United States by Oswald's brother, 
Robert, some time in Deaaiter The letter contains’ many statements of 
extreme bitterness against the United States and is written throughout on 
the consistent assumption that the writer, Oswald, | will vemain in the Soviet 
Union for the rest of his life. However, the letter says nothing about 
his having finally received any sort of unambiguous assurance from the = ~=— 
Soviet officials that he could remain in Russias so perhaps the apparent _ 
assurance of the letter was not a true reflection of Oswald's real feelings. 
It is simply impossible to know for sure. Anyway, the letter was. written §- 
from the Hotel Metropole, so Oswald was apparently still in Moscow. © 
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Robert Oswald received one more letter fram his brother while he was still 
at the Metropole Hotel in Moscow, this last one bearing the date of 


‘December 17, 1959. In this one Oswald said that he would be moving 


from the Hotel and that his brother should therefore not write him there. ; 
In fact, the letter goes on to say that Robert should not write him at all 
anymore because he wants to cut all ties with his previous life. Again, 
Oswald does not clearly state that he has received final acceptance from 
the Soviets, but he must have been quite confident at this time that such 
acceptance was imminent or he would not have told his brother he could no 
‘longer be reached at the Metropole Hotel. | 

In this respect it should be Te ee 
his memorandum dated April 7, 196, attached hereto, feels that one of” 
the suspicious circumstances involved in the Oswald case was that he was _ ._- 
accepted for permanent residence in the Soviet Union after only 7 days, 
a much shorter waatdne period Sum was enforced toward other American 
defectors. The cover letter to the McVickar memo, by Mr, Abram caves, 
observes that McVickar is wrong in this respect and that it actually took 
six woeks for Oswald to be accepted by the Soviets. We would Like to 
point out that even Mr. Chayes is probably incorrect on the short side. —. | 
Oswald arrived in Moscow on October 16 and was probably not finally: ~~ 
accepted by the Soviets and given his "Stateless Passport" until January hes 
1960, a waiting period of about 11 weeks, This length of time is emtirely 
consistent with that involved with other defectors. Even if the January h 
date is disregarded because we have at this time very little independent 
oneex on it > we have fairly good evidence that he at least was still «= i 


awaiting the Soviet decision as late as December 17, and firm evidence 
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that he was still waiting on November 17. Even if Chae Noveniber 17 -e & .% 
date is taken — 3 end this certainly represents an absolute ninimm — bythe ae | 
the interval anil to about one month, a Longer perted than wes Sie," “2% 


volved in one of other three mom defector cases occuring around the ba d's eas 
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a When asked to comment on the length of time involved, the State 


Depertment replieds 


QUESTION 2 


. The files of the Department of State reflect the Tact 

that Oswald first eppis ised for permission to renain in Russia 
permmenently, or at least for a long period, yhen he arrived in ~— 
Moscow, end thet he obtained permission to rezain within one or” 
two months. 


A. UIs the fact that he obtained permission to stay within. fh, 
this period of time usval?- ~~ .- | 


ASHER = Our isiformetbion indicates that a two months waiting 
period is not vousnel., In the case of F- es) eg ND “srs 
Supreme Soviet decided within tio sionths to give Soviet 
citizenship end he yeas thereafter, of course, permitted * 4 
to gtey. : 
‘ 
B. Cen you te]1 vs What the nornal procedyres are under 


similer civewmsseznces? 
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‘ 
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IMSIER ~~ Lb is Dapossible for rs ha stebe eny Svea 
peocnceves, The Boys vies Coveavecut revex oublicises the 
prececdings in these cases or the reasons for its actions .-- Seti 
Farther: ove, i% As; of course, extrenely urmsual for an-.= 4 
snericzn citizen to defect. - ~ n CS 
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in Moscow reported a conversation he hed hed with a bigher Rinsntais ‘OL. 74 oihe . 
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MAs a sidelight, I might mention that when I saw 
Kudryavtseve of the American Section of the MFA at the 
airport Saturday night when we saw Mikoyan off, he 
referred to Oswald and said that he seemed to be an 
unstable character. On his own initiative, Kudryavtseve 
mentioned that Oswald had been in the Soviet Union, had 
married a Soviet girl and a child had been born in the 
Soviet Union of this marriage. Kudryavtsev said that 
Oswald had applied for Soviet citizenship but that, after 
considering the application, the Soviet authorities had 
decided not to approve this application since Oswald 
seemed to be so unstable. They had, however, permitted 
him and his family to leave." 


Sovict Ambassador Dobrynin on December ll, 1963, gave the follow- | 244 é 
ing oral statement which purports to set forth the Soviet Government's 
reply to Secretary of State Rusk's inquiry as to why the Soviet Union 
refused Oswald's application for citizenship: 


"The Constitution of the U.S.S.R. and Soviet. —:_- 
‘legislation provide that Soviet citizens have 
certain rights and appropriate responsibilities. 

- Considering an application for Soviet citizenship 
the competent of all the ability of the applicant 
to carry out responsibilities of a citizen of the 
U.S.S.R. and to make use of the rights granted to 
him. Due regard is paid also the motivations of 
one's application for admission to Soviet citizenship. 


"The competent Soviet authorities that considered 

Oswald's application did not find convincing grounds 
which wovld allow to draw a conclusion that he complied 
with the requirements provided for Soviet citizens in. aan 
the Constitution and legislations of the U.S.S.Re° © 2. 


The motives which made Oswald file his application 
were also not clear. The fact that Oswald made  °: 
critical remarks about the State the citizen of . 
which he was, could not, of course, be decisive 

in considering his application. 


"Tn view of the above-mentioned considerations © jo. 
Oswald's application for Soviet citizenship was°- «+3 
rejected." a | 
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We requested the CIA to alivise us on whether it felt the treat- 
ment of Oswald was exceptional or unusual with respect to permission to 
remain in the Soviet Union, In a memorancdm dated April 6, 196), the | 
CIA informed us that it saw nothing musual. Other defectors were treated CE 271¢2 
in about the same manner, 

6. Other Actions that are not consistent 
with Oswald having been "coached." 

if the Russians were coaching Oswald in his relationships with 
the American Iinbassy and American newspaper reporters » then certain things 
became hard to explain. The single statement which probably caused him 
the most future trouble — it resulted in his ‘receiving a dishonorable -~ = - 
discharge from the Marine Reserve, which he forever after was to resent — 
was his statement to Snyder at the Enbassy that he tad been in the Marine 
Corps, worked on radar and had already volunteered to a Soviet official 


that he would, if asked, tell the Russian Goverment what he knew about 


that job —- all this, according to Snyder and McVickar, being said with 

the implication that he knew sanething highly secret. If the Russians 

wanted Oswald to be careful not to expatriate himself, so that he could ~——~> 
eventually return to the United States as an agent, why would they have, 
permitted him to make a statement like this? Even if it did not block ~~ 
his reentry into America, it would certainly forever after be used against 
him and lessen his effectiveness as a pro-Communist agitator or espionage’ —_ 
agent, etc., and it niaht even have caused the American military officials _ i 
in the Enbassy. to seize him on the spot, on the grounds that he was about | - 


to commit a criminal offense against his service and his nation. 











SSPSSrerkE= 
ii 


Second, the hypothesis that he was coached to come very 
close to the expartriation line but not quite to expatriate himself, 
in order that he might eventually return to the United States, fails to 
explain why he was ever instructed to came close to the line in the first 
place. What possible gain would come from that? Certainly any propaganda 
value which cowld have been gained fram his words and actions could have 
been fully obtained from all. sorts of anti-American and "auti-capitalists 
and pro-Russian and pro-Camunist statements without his having to go 50 — 
far along the road toward expatriation. That, after all, is a fairly 
technical matter which the general public is not aware of nearly so much 
as it is of statements bearing upon patrloties and loyalty. In fact, the 
way it actually worked out, Oswald's Mon again, off again" actions in 
regard to renouncing his citizenship may have detracted from his propaganda _ 
impact. His vacillation on this issue was so obvious that it was observed 
by one of the newspaper reporters, Miss Priscella Johnson. (Whether she 


' passed her impressions on to the public at the time “is not know.) 


In short, if Oswald was coached, he seens to have hed a poor 
coach. | 
7e Noscnko's Statements. | 
The recent Soviet defector, Yuri Ivanovich Nosenko, has . 
stated to the FBI that when Oswald arrived as a tourist in the Soviet 3 
Union the KGB had "no current interest" in Oswald and possessed no infor= 
nation that Oswald was 4 member of the Communist Party, U. S. A., or | 


elsewhere. He also indicated that Oswald was discouraged from remaining ~~ === - 
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Second, the hypothesis that he was coached to come very 3 
close to the expartriation line put not quite to expatriate himself, 
in order that he might eventually return to the United States, fails to 
explain why he was ever instructed to come close to the line in the first 
place. What possible gain would come from that? Certainly any propaganda 
value which cowld have been gained fram his words and actions could have 
been fully obtained fron all sorts of anti-American and Nanti-capitalist" 
and pro-Russian and pro-Camunist statements without his having to go 50 © 
fax along the road toward expatriation. That, after all, is a fairly 
technical matter which the general public is not aware of nearly so much 
as it is of statements bearing upon petrtotian and loyalty. In fact, the 
way it actually worked out, Oswald's "on again, off again" actions in. 
regard to renouncing his citizenship may have detracted from his propaganda - 
impact. His vacillation on this issue was so obvious that it was observed 
by one of the newspaper reporters, Miss Priscella Johnson. (Whether she 


' passed her impressions on to the public at the time “is not known.) 


Tn short, if Oswald was coached, he seens to have had a poor 

coach. | 
7e Nosonko's Statements. . 

The recent Soviet defector, Yuri Ivanovich Nosenko, has _ 
stated to the FBI that when Oswald arrived as a tourist in the Soviet . 
Union the KGB had "no cwrent interest" in Oswald and possessed no infor= 
mation that Oswald was a member of the Communist Party, U. S. A., oe | 
elsewhere. He also Andicated that Oswald was discouraged from remaining “= - 
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- pexmenently in Russia, and said, "Oswald was nob regarded by the KGB 
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. / as being completely nornall nentbally nor aa he considered to be very 
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C. Special benefits sosnibaal to Oswald while Late 
he was in the Soviet Union: Do they show that’ ag PS 


he was being paid to receive training as a ' 
Soviet Agent? | 23 


Once he was accepted as a resident alien in the Soviet Union 


Oswald by no means Lived njust like a Russien." On the- contraxy, he was ~- 
given all sorts of special benefits which a Russien citizen in his position . we 
zould not nave obteined. The question is not whether Ss received special 
benefits, but whe ther his receiving them indicates that he was undergoing — 
some sort of training as a future agent of the Soviet system, or at Yenst . fe, 
that he wes being indirectly brib:d to becane = an agent. We went to 
emphasize that the problem of intexpretation here is not simoly whether - > ‘et 
he wes being "bribed," but whether he wes being bribed for the specitic 
purpose of Setting hin up as some sort of foreign agent. For there is no” ‘ 
question Dut that the speciel treatment emounted to a iis, Oswald 
recognized this fact himself in his Diary,. end Marina and Nosenko both 


a say that it_is.standard practi ce in the Soviet Union for Americans and 
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"subsidized" while they are in the Soviet Union. The Central Intelligence | eau) 
‘Cc Agency has confirmed this fact. In other words, it is standard Soviet 7 
practice, once the decision has been made that it will serve the policies 
fo of the Soviet system to admit a foreign defector, to make his life easy ; 
and pleasant enough so that he will not became disillusioned and return to | . 
his native country, at least for materialistic reasons - i. e., to bribe - an 
7 him with subsidies and other special benefits. | 
It should also be noted at the outset that if it were not for - 
Oswald's Diary we would at this time have no knowledge that he had ever 
received a large initial grant and monthly subsidies thereafter from the 
| "Red Cross." This strikes us as significant, because if there was some- | 
: thing invidious about his receiving them, then it-is unlikely that 
the Russians would have permitted the fact to be disclosed through the 
Diary. In other words, if Oswald was really a secret agent and the 
Diary is a fabrication drawm up by him at the behest of the KGB, and if 
his receiving the "Red Cross" subsidy and other apeatall treatment is 
evidence of his being used as a secret agent, then it saben no sense to 
fabricate the Diary in such a way that it discloses such evidence, —--~—-= 
In any event, we will here outline the ways in which he apparently. - ~~ 
received special benefits from the Soviet State. “ial. 
The Historic Diary cites that after Oswald was informed ~~~“ 
on Jamary }, 1960, that he could remain in the Soviet Union and was being - 
| sent to Minsk, he was given 5000 rubles by the "Red Cross," . "for expenses.! “wet 2 
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He used 2200 rubles to pay his hotel bill, which by this time had added 
up to a considerable sum, and another 150 rubles to purchase a train 4 
ticket to Minsk. Withe the balance of slightly over 2500 rubles, Oswald : 
felt, according to the Diary, like a rich man, When he arrived in Minsk 
he was met at the train station by two attractive, intelligent women who 
said they were from the Red Cross. He was taken to his hotel by them and 
there assigned to a guide and interpreter from Intourist, the official 
Soviet Agency for handling toursate. He then met the "Mayor" of the 
city, Comrade Sharapov, and was officially yélaweet Comrade Sharapov. 
told Oswald that he would soon receive a "rent-free apartment" 
and warned him against "uncultured persons" who might not be sympathetic 
to foreigners. The promised rent-free apartment never materialized but 
eventually, about a month and a half later, Oswald did receive a very 
pleasant (by Soviet standards) apartment for which he was required to pay | 
only 60 aes a month, which it can be seen by comparison with his salary, 
which was 700 rubles a month, was only a nominal anount. ‘The Diary 
refers to it as "almost rent-free." 

Oswald was given a job in the "Beylo-russian Radio and Television 
Factory," a large plant employing about 5000 persons and. manufacturing —-~ 
electronic parts and radio and television sets of all types and sizes. 
He worked in the "experimental shop." It is unclear exactly what he did 
there, but at various times he referred to his job as that of a "checker," 
"adjuster, first class," or Susteren After he had returned to the ~ 
United States he told an FBI representative that he was "a netalworker™ . 


and that he spent his time reading blueprints and translating their . 
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instructions into the finished product. The pay was approximately 700 
rubles a month or slightly better; the rate of pay depended upon the amount 
of work he personally and/or his shop generally turned out (we are not 
sure which), so an exact figure cannot be quoted. This rate of pay is 
very geo Marina, who had received specialized training and who seens 

to have held a more responsible job, was employed as a pharmacist and 
reéeived a salary of 1,50 rubles per month. Moreover, Marina has testified _ 
to the Commission that she knew of medical doctors in the Soviet Union who 


received less than 700 rubles per month. Finally, on top of all this, 


‘Oswald regularly received from the "Red Cross" an additional 700 rubles 


per month, "to ae The Diary states that the Red Cross subsidy was 
terminated as soon as the Soviets learned that he was no ‘longer happy in* 
Russia and wantea to return to the United States, 1.e., presumably as soon - 
as he wrote the American Bnbassy in Moscow in February 1961 asking that. he 
be permitted to return. Marina's testimony confirms this in that she says 
she never knew of the "Red Cross" subsidy. Since shé met and married | 
Oswald in March end April of 1961, respectively, she would not have known 
of the subsidy unless Oswald had told her about it, which he apparently==—~ 


did not. The very well paying job, the monthly subsidy, and the "altos "~~~ 


rent-free" apartment combined to give Oswald all the money he needed. " - 
The Historic Diary reflects tide fact. The’ only complaint he has is that 
there was "no place to spend the money." Apparently, liwmuries as we 

‘mow them in America simply were not available to members of the working. - 
class in the Soviet Union, even if they had the money to purchase then. 
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Marina testifies that Oswald's salary was genuinely that. She is | 
emphatic in denying that he received anything more for his work than did 
others in the factory doing similar work. She explains the relatively 
high monthly compensation by saying that piecework rates throughout the . es cf 
Soviet Union have generally grown way out of line with compensation for 


other jobs, and that in particular, certain professional groups are getting 


considerably less than their training and responsibilities would ordinarily 


_ entitle them to. She said that Premier Khrushev had promised reforms along 


these lines but that such reforms had not materialized by the time she 
and Oswald departed. Marina's testimony makes sense, because the Russians 
could easily have used the "Red Cross" spaltie to give Oswald all the money 
he needed and therefore would probably have avoided cneaneng resentment . 
among his fellow workers by openly paying him a higher salary than his work 
would justify. 

The Diary reflects that Oswald himself, before he left the Soviet 
Union, recognized that the "Red —_ was only a front. He says that it 
was really the MVD. 

The fect that the "Red Cross" was used as a front for the monthly. 
subsidies in Russia has significance in another connection. It is now 
fairly well established that Lee Oswald was the man who took a shot ab = * 
General Edwin Walker in the spring of 1963, at the General's sae in a : 2. 


‘Dallas, Texas, Marina has testified to this effect, and other incriminating 


evidence; ; such as photographs of the Walker residence, “has also been un- - 
covered. There is an undated note (FBI Exhibit No. 32) which from in- 
ternal evidence end fram Marina's testimony we now believe to have been ~ =: ! 
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left iy Oswald for her at the time of the Walker assassination attempt, 
apparently in case he was apprehended or for sone other reason unable to 
return directly from the scene of the shooting. The note advises her 
what steps to take in his absence. Tt is in Russian. Part of his advice 
to her, as translated, reads, "We have friends here (i.e., the United - oy 
States). The Red Cross also will help you." Inmediately after the second 
quoted sentence are the words, "Red Cross," written in English, presumably 
so that Marina cowld pronounce them and be understood by persons who did 
not speak Russian. When she was examined by the Commission on this point, 
Marina's only explanetion was that her husband must have been telling her 
that the Red Cross had facilities for hellping people in need, especially 
foreigners. She was unable to offer “any suggestions on whether there ¥ 
was a connection, in Oswald's mind, between the American Red Cross and 
ene "Red Cross” that subsidized his temre in Russia and which he be- 
lieved was the MVD. . 
D. Oswald's activities with his "hunting club" in Minsk: 
Were these a cover for some sort of secret training? 
Oswald's writings about Russia, his statements to various persons after 
he returned to the United States, end Marina's testimony to the Comission:-:~ 
all contain references to his being away from his apartment in Minsk °° ..~- 
occasionally for hunting trips or meetings with a "hunting club" or "guns 9. = 
club" allegedly sponsored by his factory ‘tollective." Found among his | 
effects after the assassination wes a membership card in the gen club, a-", 
hunting tioenss end a permit to om a shotgun. There have been allegations 


that this is a highly suspicious circumstance because no one in the Soviet - 
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Union, it is alleged, is permitted to om a gun simply for pleasure. At 
least one Russian emigre’, Ilya ‘eration » has so'testified, and testimony 
fron such a person is of course to be taken seriously. Marina has 
testified that she remembers her husband going hunting only on one 
occasion during the whole time of their marriage; however, Oswald 
apparently joined the gun club in the summer of 1960 and he did not marry 
Marina until April 30, 1961, so he could have been much more active while 
he was still a bachelor. 

| Oswald made no secret of his membership in the hunting club. 
He mentioned it on occasion to friends, has an entry on it in his Diary, 
discusses it at same length in his "Manifest >" and kept his membership 
card, gun permit and hunting license with him until the day he was. killed. 
Tt also formed one of the points of discussion in his speech to a Jesuit 
seminary in Alabema the summer after he returned to the United States. 
The subject of the hunting club came up there in connection with his re- 
marks about peasant life in the Soviet Union, in which he said that the 
farm laborers lived extremely poorly and that they were in fact so destitute 
that he and his fellow hunters vegularly left whatever game they were able . 
to get, less what they ete during the trip, with them. He added that on 
one occasion he had even left with a poor farm family some of the food that 
he had brought with him from Minsk. In‘ the same speech to the seminary © 
students Oswald commented that pistols and rifles were forbidden to Soviet - _ 


civilians but that shotguns were permitted. 


Aas r a 


a3 
It may be that Oswald's statement about shotguns being per- 
mitted by Soviet law is consistent with the statements of Russian emigre's 
to the effect that no guns of any kind were permitted to ordinary citizens, 
because the post-Stalin "thaw" involved, among other things, a — of 
this particular prohibition. The Russian emigre's who have testified on | 
this’ point all left Russia many years ago. It is also possible that 


regulations of this type vary among regions in the Soviet Union. In the 


Uleaine, for example, where nationalistic anti-Communist groups have never 


been completely suppressed, it would seem natural that the restrictions 
on firearms might be extremely strict, whereas in other areas of less 
doubtiul loyelty, shotguns might be nautitted, In this connection it is 
our understanding that the Minsk area is one which is regarded by the - 
Soviet Government as loyal; Oswald in his "Manifest" refers to it as one ~ | 
of the few areas in the U.S.S.R which is regarded as somewhat pro-Stalin 
even today, many years after the "cult of personality" has supposedly 
been stamped out. 3 | 
Wosenko, the Soviet KGB defector, asserts that Oswald's hunting- 
club membership is reported in the KGB records and coments that some of 
the reports in Oswald's file are from fellow huntsuen, ho observed that= 
Oswald wes such a poor shot that they often had to give him some of their™ = =: . 
game so that he would not return empty-handed.” ~". : 
CIA exvavte have gone over Oswald's gun permit and hunting 
‘License’ and given their opinion that they appear authentic. In other words, ene wa 
such things as whether the serial mmber of the gun is of the kind that.» | 
would in fact refer to a shotgun, ete.s, check out. _%. | | | 
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The fact renains that if ia was receiving any kind of 
instructions or training from the KGB or some ovher secret group while he 
wes in Russia, the gm club might have been an effective means of covering 
such training. One possible way of checking on this would be to find out 
through Marina who the other members of the gun club were who took trips with 
her husband, and whether they had ever independently commented to her about 
what they did on their trips, etc n Unfortunately, her testimony shed no 
light in this connection and in fact, as has already been mentioned, she 
said that after their marriage he went on only a single trip. If Marina 
is telling the truth on this last point, however, it tends to rebut the 
hypothesis that the gun club was a "cover! For if it had been, it seems 
likely that the KGB would have used it more than once during the thirteen ~ 
months between the time of Oswald's marriage and the tine he left Russia. — 

E. Oswald's relationship with Marina: Might she have been 
chosen by the KGB to work with him as an agent, or could 
she even be an agent without Oswald's heving Inown it? 

Oswald met Marina on March 18, 1961, and married her six weeks 
later. Marina is reesonably well educated -- certainly — so than her 
husbend -~ end the uncle with whan she Lived in Russia was’ a colonel or.” -- 
lieutenant colonel in the MVD, a prestigious position in the Soviet Union.° : 
Merinats aunt and uncle lived well by Soviet standards: they had a de- © 
sireble. epartment and a private telephone. Marina testified that they raised _.. 


no objection to her marriage, saying that the decision was hers. © 


a= 
Shan 

When Marina and Oswald were attempting to leave the Soviet 
Union, she was granted ari interview at the MvD office in Minsk for the 
purpose of expediting their exit. She thinks the person she saw was a 
high MVD official, Colonel Nikola Asenov, and she believes that the in- 
texrview was granted because she was the niece of MVD Colonel Tlya Prusakov. 
Oswald previously had tried to arrange such an interview for himself and 
had failed. 

Marina was questioned by the Commission and by: the press as to 
why she married Oswald. She told the Commission that she married him 
beceuse she loved him and believed he would make a good family man, not 
because she wanted to come to the United States or because he had a high 
standard of living. She admits that she was impressed by his apartment. --= 
in Russia, and scme of the Russien emigre's in the United States who knew 
the Oswalds have testified that they think she was impressed by his ee 
and relative prestige in Russia. However, her frankness in admitting her , 
admiration for his apariment probably tends to diminish its importance 
as a real marriage motive. Russian emigre! friends of the Oswalds have 
described Marinats initial attraction to Oswald as a sort of Ufeeling:. .2..23g 
sorry'for him, visiting him in the hospital, etc. Marina told the = ~~ 
Commission that she was first attracted to Oswald because he wes a ~ 
foreigner and, as such, an interesting person. She admits dating sameone 
else umbil the night before she agreed to marry Oswald. The Oswalds' 
relationship in the United States. may not have been a happy one. Their 
friends testimony conflicts on this, but same have said that Marina. - > 


Ndrove," "goaded," or "brought out the worst" in her husbend. ~ 
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According to Oswald's Diary and Marina's testimony, soon after 
the two had met Oswald became sick with an ear infection and was confined 
to the hospital in Minsk for about a week. Marina, at his invitation, 
visited him there, and after the first visit came to see him every day. 
He proposed to her while he was still in the hospital, but she did not 
accept him until almost a month later. His Diary records that he married 
her to "get even" with Ella German, a fellow worker at the factory to whom 
he had proposed but thie turned him dow. The Diary goes on to say that 
after the marriage tie eeew to love Marina and to forget Ella, though he 
was still in love with Flla when he got nexried. Tt would seem that if 
Marina had been ordered by the KGB to marry Oswald if she could, that the 
illness would have presented an ideal opportunity. Anyone who is weak from = 
disease is in an especially susceptible state. | 

There is no doubt that the fact that Oswald married a Russien 
created difficulties for him when he tried to return to the United States, 
at least from the point of view of the American Goverment. Marina's / 
admission to the United States was as the wife of a citizen, under "non- | : 
quota immigrant" stetus. As such, she had to obtain a waiver of certain 
technical provisions in the jmnigration laws and, as it turned out, this ~ | 
took meny extra months and was ‘attic ea obtained at all. -It took special. : rai 
pleading by the State Department to convince the Immigration and Naturalization 
Service to reverse the initial decision of the latter to the effect that-.. 
the provisions of the law would not be waived in Marina's case. Consequently,)..". 
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learn the language. If, in fact, she is some kind of "dormant" agent who 
yas to prepare herself for use at a later time, it would seem that one of 
ner first orders of business would have been to learn the language and 
customs of her adopted country. Second, although Marina certainly is an 
intelligent woman, she has consistently maintained -- and the testimony 
of other witnesses seems to back this up —- that she is totally uninterested 
in politics and is amazingly ignorant of then, or at least was until after | 
the assessination. Moreover, her entire character and conduct prior to the 
assassination seems to be that of a woman whose sole interest was her 
husband, herself, and her children. 

Whether or not Marina is a sien agent is by its nature a 
question almost impossible to answer. A dormant agent; by definition, 
does nothing whatever until he is contacted by his superiors, and such 
contacts may not occur until several years after the agen’ has been 
planted in the area of his future operations. In Marina's case, because 
of the publicity she has received, presumably the Russians would now have 
entirely written off any plans to use her in the future. Consequently, 
not only is there unlikely to be any evidence available at the present time 
that she is ‘a dormant agent, if she in fact is, but probably no such evidence 
will ever be fortheaming. | 

: F: The alleged ease with which Marina and 
her husband were able to leave Russia. 


The charge could be made, and has been suggested already in the 


_ public press, th thet Lee Harvey Oswald's and Marina's departure from Russia ~. 


_ and neturn. to. ‘the United States was easier then it showld have been, that : 
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is, that if he (or she) were not agents of the Russian Communist conspiracy, 
they would have found it much more difficult to leave Russia and, in fact, 
might never have been granted permission to go. We have reviewed the avail- 
able facts on how the Oswalds obtained permission to leave Russia and return 
to the United States in the light of these possible charges and find that 
there are four separate points which bear analysis. These are: first, a 
possibly suspicious coincidence involving a communication from Oswald's 
mother, Mrs. Marguerite Oswald; second, the fact that Lee Oswald travelled 


from Minsk to Moscow without first obtaining the epproval of the Soviet 


‘authorities, despite his own statements that he could not do sos third, 


the fact that the Oswalds, when they came to Moscow to confer with the 
fmerican Embassy, again stayed in the MVD-Controlled Hotel Berlin; and | ooh 
fourth, the possibility that the time which elapsed between the Oswalds 
applying for permission to leave and their receiving euch permission from _ 
the Soviet Goverment was unusually short. In order that each of these 
points can be viewed in perspective, they will be treated in the order in o 
which they occurred and in the context of the story of the Oswalds! efforts 
to depart from the Soviet Union and return to the United States, _ 

1. The coincidence between the timing of the request -—. 


by Mrs. Marguerite Oswald that Her son be notified 





that she was worried about him and Lee Harvey Oswald's -: 





first communication to the American Enbassy in Moscow 


asking for permission to return to the United States. -. 
On February 13 » 1961, the American Embassy in Moscow received © 





a letter from Oswald postmarked Minsk, February 5, the first it had heard. 
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from him since early November 1959, when it had received his undated 


letter from the Hotel Metropole asking that his renunciation of citizen- 
ship be accepted. The new letter from Oswald was dated February 1, 1961, 
and asked that he be readmitted to his native country. The breaking of 
Oswald's 16-month silence at this time coincided exactly with a request 
sent by the Department of State in Washington to its Moscow Embassy on 
February 1, 1961, informing the Embassy that Oswald's mother was worried 
about hin, inquiring as to his whereabouts and asiing that he get in touch 
with her if possible. We had wondered whether the. coincidence of these 
two events was accidental or siaitoese it represented Soviet interception 
of the request by Oswald's mother » interpretation of that request as a 
possible softening of the attitude of the American Goverment toward Lee 
Oswald and their -- the Sovietst —~ ‘ueeiliiies to Oswald that he therefore 
Act immediately to seek readmission to the United States, We have been 
informed by the CIA that the request from Marguerite Oswald went from 
Washington to Moscow by diplomatic pouch, and thus the Russians should have 
had no opportunity to intercept it. However, this docs not preclude the 
possibility of a leak in the Washington office from which the request came 
or a leak in the American Enbassy in Moscow, where it was received. In 
order to have given the Russians time to act upon the leak, however, it 


would seem that it would have had to occur in Washington rather eae 


Moscow. 
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2. Lee Harvey Oswald's travel 





from Minsk to Moscow without 





prior approval of the Soviet 


authorities. 

Oswald, once he had reopened his lines of comnunication with 
the American Embassy in Moscow by his February 1 letter, continued to 
correspond with them more or tees regularly until May 1962, when he and 
Marina finally left Russia for the United States. It was only about a 
month and a half after he first made knowm his intentions to return to the 
United States, on March 18, that he met Marina, and he married her on 
April 30, 1961. According to the Pistons Diary and according to Marina's 
testimony to the Camission, Oswald never told her that he had made up his 
mind to try to xetum +o the United states until after they were married. 
In fact, he not only did not disclose his intent, he affirmatively dented 
to her that he ever could return to the United States when she asked him 
about it during their courtship. The Diary records that when he did 
inform her, after their marriage, she was startled but inmediately acceded 
to his wishes. a 

The Embassy's response to Oswald's first letter was to invite __ 
him tocame persérially to the Embassy to discuss the matter, Selnkeas 
out that séaie Sather complex questions were involved and that his presence 


would be required for the effort to iron them out. Oswald objected to the _ 


invitation; btatding that it was against Soviet law for him to travel from 
Minsk to Moscow without first obtaining permission from the "authorities" 
and that he had ‘been informed that such permission, if granted, would be 
"a long-drarm affair" which the authorities vere "reluctant even to start." 
He ‘also was losthe to undertake the expense of the trip. 
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The question of his coming to Moscow in onde wes bound up with 

(— the related question of how his American passport > ‘yhiich he had turned in 
to the Embessy in a defiant manner on October .31, 1959 and which the 
Embassy agreed that he needed in order to facilitate the securing of 
Soviet permission to leave the country, could be returned to him, The 
Embassy was reluctant to send the aocanent through the mails in Russia, 
but Oswald was reluctant to came to Moscow to get it. In addition, as the © 
Rubassy was at pains to point out to Oswald, the issue of whether he had 
lost his American citizenship and with it , his right to an American passport, 
had to be thrashed out and decided before he could be given back his pass= 
port, either in person or through the mails. Fram Oswald's first letter 
until late in June, he and the Department of State were at loggerheads on 
whether he should travel to Moscow or not. While the Department of State 
was clarifying its position on this matter (the position, once clarified, 
though never cammnicated to Oswald, was that the passport would under 
no conditions be mailed)Oswald became impatient with not receiving a 
prompt reply to one of his letters, and spceusell at the Enbessy without 
prior warning on Saturday, July 8, 1951. 

How did he do it, despite the legal difficulties he himself had? ~.< 
anticipated? The Historic Diary simply records that he ‘esti: without ~~ = 
getting permission. We have asked the State Department to comment upon eu 


this. Its enswers, along with our specific questions, are as follows: 


SPOPSSECRER 
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B. Could resident foreigners normally travel in this 
manner without first obtaining such permission? 


ANSWER - There are only a few Western nationals 

now Living in the Soviet Union. They include 

an American Roman Catholic priest, an American 
Protestant minister, a number of correspondents, 

some students and technical advisers to Soviet 
businesses. We know that the priest, the minister, 
the correspondents and the students must obtain 
permission from Soviet authorities before taking 

any trips. The technical advisers notify officials 
of their project before they travel and these official 
personally inform the militia. 


C. If travel of this type was not freely permitted, do you 
believe that Oswald normally would have been apprehended 
during the attempt or punished after the fact for traveling 
without permission? 

ANSWER - Based on the information we have, we 

belicve that if Oswald went to Moscow without 

permission, and this was known to the Soviet . 

authorities, he would have been fined or” . 

reprimanded. Oswald was'not, of course, an 

average foreign resident. He was a defector 

' fran a foreign country and the bearer of a 

Soviet internal "stateless" passport (vid na 

chitelstvo dlya litza bez grazhdanstva) during 

the time when he was contemplating the visit to 

Moscow to come to the Embassy. (On January h, 

1962 he was issued a passport for foreigners -~ 

vid na zhitelstvo dlya Inostrantsa.) 


The Soviet authorities probably mew about 
Oswald's trip even if he did not obtain ad- 

vance permission, since in most instances the . 
Soviet militia guards at the Embassy ask for..— 2 
the documents of unidentified persons enter= <-- 
ing the Embassy grounds. By Oswald's own: \ 
statement, the foremen at his wife's place of - 
employment were notified that they had visited 
the Embassy while they were still in Moscow. 

The usual "enemy of the people" meetings were ..-= 
held, his wife condemned for her action and friends . «5 
warned against speaking to her. . 


- 
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An American citizen who, with her American 
citizen husband, went to the Soviet Union to 
live permanently and is now trying to obtain 
permission to leave, informed the Enbassy that 
she had been fined for not getting permission 
to go from Odessa to Moscow on a recent trip to 
visit the Embassy. 


D. Even if such travel did not have to be authorized, do 
you have any information or observations regarding the . 
practicality of such travel by Soviet citizens or persons 
in Oswald's status? ; 


ANSWER - It is impossible to generalize in this 
area. We understand from interrogations of former 
residents in the Sovict Union who were considered 
"stateless" by Soviet authorities that they were 
not permitted to leave the tom where they resided 
without permission of the police. In requesting 
such permission they were required to fill out a 
questionnaire giving the reason for travel, length 
of stay, addresses of individuals to be visited, 
etce 


Notwithstanding these requirements, we know that at 
least one "stateless" person often traveled without 
permission of the authorities and stated that police 
sbationed ab railroad stations usually spotchecked the 
identification pepers of every tenth traveler, but that. 
jt was an easy matter to avoid such checks. Finally, 
she stated that persons who were caught evading the 
vegistration requirements were returned to their 

home towns by the police and sentenced to short 

jail terms and fined. These sentences were more — ~- 
severe for repeated violations. ° | 


Soviet Passoort Regulations 


Citizens arriving for permanent or temporary sojourn or = ~. 
changing their place of living in localities where the: —.5 
passport system has been introduced must within 2), hours - 
produce their passports for the house administration, directors - 
of hostels, or other persons responsible for registration in . “= 
order to register them with militia authorities. A citizen. ° <2 
who has received a new passport must also produce it for the. “= 
house administration or call in person at the passport bureau «il 
for registration. After that the new passport must be pro- ».c~ 
duced at the place of work for the cadre department or.= ©» 
personnel office, where it will be stamped to show that ~~ 

its owner has been accepted for work. 


oR See 1 
h,~ , 


} 
When receiving a new passport one must see that the 4 
information about the bearer and his children below 16 
years of age has been properly entered, as well as the marriage 
data and stawp. It should be borne in mind that all citizens 
from 16 to 0 years of age receive passports valid for a 


limited period of time. When the validity of the passport 
expires, the citizen should apply to the passport office for 

a new passport. It should be born in mind that living without 

a passport or registration book, an invalid passport, or ! 


acceptence for work without a passport or registration book, 
constitutes violation of passport regulations. Persons guilty ; 
of such violations of the passport regulations are liable to ' 
prosecution. 


When asked to comment on the point by representatives of the 
FBL, Nosenko simply replied that there was no law in the Soviet Union 


which would have prohibited Oswald's travel. F oe ea 
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ye now have reason to believe that while there are no 
Laws in the Soviet Union prohibiting an ordinary odtdnen from traveling, 
resident foreigners, such as Oswald, are at least Gursbiowity sO 
prohibited. Anyway, we have also posed this question to the CIA, and its 
response is as follows: 


1. OSWALD'S travel from Minsk to Moscow and return - — 
in July 1961 would normally have required prior authori- 
gation. Bearers of a Soviet "passport for foreigners" 
(vid na zhitelstvo v SSSR_dlya imnostrantsa) are re- 
quired to obtain travel autiorizabion irom the Visa - - 
~~ and Registration Department (OVIR) (or Passport Regis- 
tration Department (PRO) in smaller towns) if they de- 
sire to leave the city (or oblast) where they are domi- 
- eflled, This same requirement is believed to apply to 
_ persons, such as OSWALD, holding Soviet "stateless 
‘passports" (vid na zhitelstvo v SSR dlya lits bez 
—_—_grazhdanstva) . 
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Oswald’, 8 aera at the dees Embassy was on a Saturday, 
according to the Historic Diary, the place was closed for busincss but 
after some inquiry he was able to reach Mr. Richard E. Snyder, the 
Consul, on the telephone. Oswald sobes in the Diary that the consular 
officials lived in the same building as they worked » 50 presumably he 
and Suyder spoke over some sort of house telephone, Again according to 
the Diary, Snyder came dowm immediately, shook his hand » and spoke 
‘briefly with him. ‘The upshot of the conversation was that Oswald should 
return on Monday, July 10. This he did, but in the meantime, apparently 
because of something said by Snyder, ahoven we nave no clear evidence 


that this. 3 was the case, Oswald telephoned i Waris ecu dtetence and aiied< 
her to fly 4 to Moscow the next day, ated which she did, ae SS 
36 





a — 


Hotel-Berlin, the same pitnne Oswald muged when he re the country ~~ 


2% Z 2 
—_— so SS — 
-- oe a Se Se 


in 1 1959. ~The CIA has informed 1 us that the Hotel Berlin and its "sister. . ~=- — e 








. 
' 
x ca CRISIS Was ai a UAGe SER RMRS SaaS SITES SE ENT 7 
: mblae ANY PM" Shsctiaal oe aT AUT eA log WL Te bat BSS Ny url cu tecteenser Soa 
balyy ny ‘ my vi as Rou Lis, > Ry ete ; " eras ree rh 4 rt Pees ‘ 





’ bry tare 
vate at ‘an 3 = 's 
wr ee i wir. NP eel 
Wiese AT het te ate 
ao eee . 
‘ : i 


. ‘, . 
Ww he Nfebiic) pees ad, Me aston « bes Wataviitteetey4t hy arlt Palhtan 
pee hive Tre ') pra a Links * \ \y ’ 
LAY AY) oC hry aE NS nah ane ae, ay hi! -~ iy eee iecon an Wauvieten 
+0 Witty chaahubes + Whee ae a als ge oan) rae ie YY weary WV ate’ . 
+ web Lea PDS eee STR TL elt Fal fay Vial hate 
Pe es Pda ETE ee, es , *4 iy ' ’ 
ey ry > : Lae eT cD 
’ " = ~ ! 





i peer bo teu im 


ih i i Wo ae, 


we WY wy au! Oe Ni pt SNe 
Wu me Mg ge ae vistas ant. e ~ Snes aul me 


ae t tant Nn 4 meenearnne 
i ar cs at ee te AN aR aA eae oun 


whit Ns i sh Ad iy ee had wii Vain Whe 


ie, ‘ ‘ . ve 
ee le eee yy MI WVal cases)’ abn! Pes in tT AYR. (as AMG Mya ayn! A\ wash Nesta ba adh aaie feild 


—FOP=SERREE 


bn 


— 


we any 


SAN : : “4 i) Ye " PN a pal um . 2 : it t y 
Y Jai Tikes Siskel teas statin lta) sage LOM Te a ‘nie 2 ‘hy es tle Sree wy oy ie ‘ Gita 





| 
i 
4 
- 
wy 


hotel," the Metropole (where Oswald also stayed jn 1959), which are under. 


Sais 


the same administration, are the regular foreign-tourist hotels in Moscow. 





presumably, therefore, they are heavily infiltrated, if not contr olled, by bins 


the MVD. 
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Marina says that she and Oswald got a room at the Hotel Berlin 
because rooms in Moscow were at a premium, there being a film festival 
going on at the time, and Oswald was remembered at the Berlin and there- 
fore able to get a roam despite the difficulties. The CLA has confirmed 


thet an international film festival was in fact occuring in Moscow during 
July 1961. 


h. The alleged unusual rapidity with which 
the Oswalds were able to obtain permission 


from the Soviet Goverment to leave Russia. 
. Despite the fact that Marina had come +o Moscow, when Oswald 
appeared at the Embassy on Monday she waited outside instead of coming 
in with him. However, on Tuesday she had a conference with John McVickar 


on her aspects of the contemplated return to the United States, 1.e-, 





the problems and procedures connected with her entry into the United States 

-* as a "nonquota immigrant." It is interesting, and apparently purely com — 

a incidental, that the sane tio men who dealt with Oswald when he defected — 

to Russia wens the ones who dealt with him and Marina when he sought to 

reenter the United States. — see - 
ail ~ Primarily on the basis 5 of the Monday interview, the American ~~~ - 

Embassy concluded that Oswald haa not expatriated himself despite his =~"-"- 

atteupts 53 to ‘do s0 so in “the fall of 1959 and his actions thereafter, and 


wrote a memorandun to this effect to the Washington Department of State. 
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On the basis of this tentative decision, but on the warning expressly 
given that the decision was only tentative, Oswald was given back his 
passport. By its om terms the document was due to expire in September 
1961, and he was informed that whether it could be renewed would depend | 
upon the ultimate decision on his expatriation. 

The wltimate decision on the expatriation issue was favorable to 
Oswald. His new passport was not issued in September, however, because 
he did not need it then, but was issued instead in May 1962, just before 
he and his family departed for the United States. Essentially, although 
there were same serious problems ahead for Marina's application to be 
admitted as a nonquota immigrant, the big American hurdle, the expatriation 
issue, was for all practical purposes overcome on July 10, 1961. From. 
then on » ib was we to the Soviet authorities. | 

The greatest difficulty with the Russian authorities wes prob- 
ably eo Marina could accompany her husband, although we can only 


guess that this was so. As it actually worked out, Marina was called to 


the Soviet passport office in Minsk on December 25, 1961, and told that 


authority had been received to issue both her end her husband's exit 

visas. Thus, permission for both of them came down at exactly the same -= = 
time, so we have no way of actually knowing that it was Marina, more than =... 
her husband, whose departure troubled the Soviet Government. The Historic 
Diary and correspondence with the American — at this time reflects — ._ 
that the Oswalds did not pick up their exit visas immediately, despite °-> 
having been told that they could do So. Their thinking was that since “=.=: 
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Oswald's visa would be dood for only 5 days once it had been issued, he 
would not ‘ask that it be issued until he had cleared away every other 
obstacle to his return to the United States and was ready to leave. 
Marina, being a Soviet national, however, would get an exit visaof longer 
than lS dayst duration. Consequently, on January 12, 1962, she picked up 
her exit visa. It was marked valid until December 1, 1962. 

Obtaining the permission of the Soviet Goverment to leave may 
have been facilitated by a conference which Marina had, at her own request, 
with a high HVD official, probably a Colonel Asenov, sometime in late 
1961. She has testified that she applied for the conference and believes 
that it was granted her because her uncle' with whom she had lived in Minsk 
before her marriage, Colonel Prusakov, was a high MVD official. She has 
commented also that Oswald tried to arrange such a conference himself | 
and was turned down. 

The Oswalds did not finally leave Russia until May 1962. The 
six-month delay was caused primarily by two facts. First , Marina's ! 
application for an American visa ran into aifficulties when the Immigration . 
and Naturalization Service (INS) at first refused to waive the provisions 
of Section 2)3(g) of the Immigration and Naturalization Act in her case. ViEF 
Ultimately, at the behest of the Department of State, the Ins reversed 
its decision on this point and consented to waive the provisions. .::. 
Second, the Oswalds' child, June Lee, was born on February 15, wid the 
Oswalds wanted to wait until the =~ had gained a little weight before -~= 
taking 4% on such a long trip. There was also some difficulty about “ct 


obtaining an affidavit fram a propertied person in the United States to - EO 
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the effect that Marina, if admitted, would not become a ward of the state, 
and same additional difficulties in obtaining financing for the betta’ 
travels. The financing was ultimately provided by a repatriation ‘Loan 
of slightly under $500 from the Department of State. 
Two questions are raised by the foregoing narrative. First, 
i% can be argued that the Soviet permission for both Marina and her 
husband to leave was granted in a suspiciously short time. Second, it can 
be argued that the fact that Marina was ever permitted to leave the Soviet 
Union simply because she had married an American national, is extraordinary 
end therefore suspicious. The questions raised are ‘obviously interrelated: 
if it is extreordinary for a wife ever to be given permission to accompany 
hex husband out of the country, then eny time at all within which this ~~: 


“permission is granted is "suspiciously short." Nosenko in commenting on 


this point said that Soviet law since the death of Stalin has permitted 

a wife to emigrate freely with her husband, provided only that she has not 
hed access to information which would endanger the sécurity of the State. .-' § 
Oswald told the FBI in July 1962, just after he returned to the United 
States, that he had been interviewed by the MVD only twice, once when he 

first came to Russia and once just before he departed. If true, this — 

tends to confirm what Nosenko states; the outgoing interview may have = 
been part of the attempt to ascertain whether Marina had had any kind of = -~ 
access to "classified" information, Wé have asked the CIA to comment -- 

upon this point, and its response is as follows: - 
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n6, So far as we are able to determine, there is 

no Soviet law which would prevent a Soviet citizen C E2202 
married to a foreign national from accompanying his | 
or her spouse from the USSR. This situation is also 

believed to have existed at the time of the OSWALDS! 

departure from the Soviet Union in 1962. In practice, 

however, permission for a Soviet wife to accompany 

her foreign national husband abroad is rarely given, 

In almost every case available for our review, the ~ 

foreign national was obliged to depart the USSR alone 

and either return to escort his wife out, or arrange 

for her exit while he was still abroad. In some 

cases, the wife was never granted permission to 

leave. The majority of cases reviewed involve 

foreign students, exchange teachers, and other 

relatively transient persons, and while a number 

of cases have certain points in common, they bear 

little similarity to the OSWALD case; none involved 

a defector who married prior to repatriating. 


of the OSWALDs! departure documentation appears to 
be normal. Marina began assembling the documents. 
necessary for an exit visa in May 1961, and both © 
OSWALDs actually applied on 20 August 1961, ac- 
cording to Marina's statement and OSWALS's diary. 
Marinats exit visa was issued at the time her new 
passport was issued, 11 January 1962, although she 
had been informed by Soviet authorities about 1 
Jenuary 1962 that the visa would be issued. . Lee 
OSWALD's exit visa was not issued until 22 May 1962, 
though he, too, apparently had been told in early 
January 1962 that the visa would be granted. Ths 
time lapse between actual application and notice 
of approval wes over four months. By way of com- 
parison, some Soviet wives have been held in the: tcc 
USSR for years, while in two specific cases in- ~~ - 
volving Swedish national husbands, the Soviet- ~ 
wives were processed out in less than four. --” 
months. - 


"7, The time lapse involved in Soviet processing [¢ £27tzr 


“TL , 
The Department of State 's coments on this issue are; 


/ 
A. At the time that Lee Harvey Oswald and 
Marina Oswald left Russia for the United States 
was it legal and normal under Soviet law and 
practice for a Russian national married to an 
American to be able to accompany him back to 
his homeland? 


ANSWER - The Department knows of many 
iiarriages in the Soviet Union between 
American citizens and Soviet citizens. 
Most of these involved an American citi- 
gen husband and a Soviet citizen wife. 
Such marriages since World War IT have 
mostly involved American newspaper cor 
respondents, American businessmen and 
tourists, and, in a few instances, en- 
ployees of the American Goverment. In 
practically all of these'cases the husband 
remained in the Soviet Union until his 
Soviet wife was given permission to ac-- 
company him to the United States. --_. 


In the inmediate post-war period there 
were about fifteen marriages in which. the 
wife had been waiting for many years for 

a Soviet exit permit. After the death of 
Stalin the Soviet Goverment showed a dis~ 
position to settle these cases, In the 
sumer of 1953 permission was given for 
all of this group of Soviet citizen wives 
to accompany their American citizen hus- 
bands to the United States 


> 

_ Since this group was given permission tO.) im 
leave the Soviet Union, there have been = = 
fron time to time marriages in the Soviet . -: 
Union of American citizens and Soviet citi--~.- 
zens. . With one exception, it is our under=- — 
standing that all of the Soviet citizens 
involved have been given permission to 
enigrate to the United States after waiting . -. 


periods which were, in some cases, from three .: = 


to six months and in others much longer. .-: 
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B. Was the rapidity with which Lee Harvey Oswald 
was able to accomplish his return and Marina's re- 
turn to the United States in any way unusual? 


ANSWER - It does not appear to us that 

firs. Oswald's Soviet exit visa application 
was acted upon with unusual rapidity. On 
July 15, 1961 Oswald and his wife applied 
for Soviet exit visas. On October lh, 1961 
Osweld informed the Embassy that he still 
had not gotten exit visas and requested 
Ambassador Thompson's intervention on his 
behalf. He related that there had been 
continuing attempts to intimidate his wife, 
apparently with the idea of forcing her to 
give up her plans to go to the United States. 
On November 1, 1961 Oswald told the Embassy 
that he had gone repeatedly to the Minsk 
officials but still had not been granted 
exit visas for himself ani his wife. In 
January 1962, practically six months after 
the date of application (July 15, 1961); 
Oswald and his wife were granted Soviet exit --> 
visas. 


Tt is difficult to generalize on the length of 

time required for Soviet action in such cases. 
There is no discernible pattern which we can find 
in the Soviet Govermment!s handling of exit visa 
cases. The issuance of such visas is apparently 
subject to rather arbitrary official action. In 
some periods it has seemed related to the politi- 
cel clinate between the Soviet Union and the 
foreign spouse's country, although this has not 
always been the case. In our view, for example, , 
he issuance of exit visas in 1953 to the group 9) > 
of wives of American citizens mentioned above 


wes undoubtedly part of an effort by the Soviet _— 


Goverment to create a favorable atmosphere be- ~ 
tween our two govermments.: =". 


In the most recent case of this type a Soviet 
women married an American citizen in December | 
1963 and received an exit visa about two months. = 


later. Such marriages cannot take place in the: th ° 


Soviet Union without permission of the Soviet ~ «=: 
Goverment. It seems probable that permission 
to marry in such cases is almost always tanta- 


“mount to a favorable future decision to grant an 


exit visa since the American citizen is required 
to state his intention to bring his Soviet spouse ~ 
back to the United States. . 
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i Since Oswald, ceme to she Soviet Union 2s a 
defector, houever, he wes in @ somewhat / 
gifferent situation. It is our judgacnt 
+hat the Soviet Goverment's granting of , Z 
permission to his wife to leave the country hee 
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: heve detailed informetion concerning . another : 
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On Meech 9, 1962 the Rabe. ssy wooevived a Soviet foreign 
pies (i.e., Soviet citizen's passport For vravel 
abroad) together with en edt visa forte. A 4 


delay ensued wnile{ iin... + Ue Se! visa 22 jacatd on 
wos being processed. He. wes in communication with - 
the Embassy uy +elephone but after the visit on : 
e ~~ Mey ly ae ne’ cid nob visit the Bibassy wets 14 
Ney 8, ynen he cee co get his Mnel peperSe .-F- 
He neta * ne. Ribessy Gering ata antieview that "he = 

— now lett sione’ efter he hed informed his 

fenily by letter sbovt his cesire to return hone. 


He left the Soviet Union med 135 1952. 
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In comparison to Oswald, it tool teeny 
year and nine months to get permission to leave | 
the Soviet Union. His case dif fers in that he / 
‘ hed been granted Soviet citisenship and wes Gl | | | 
: ployed in an incusiry, plestics, for which his 
skills were particularly desired by the Soviet 
authorities. His case was also corplicated by ‘ a 
the fact that he had deserted his finericen wife : 
end tio children to live with a divorced Soviet 
worsen wao bore his child before his return to ~- 
" the U. Se 
C. If possible we would appreciate a menorandun fram you 
on the normal Soviet procedures in similar cases and the 
usual time periods involved, covering both enigration he ws 
fron Russia to the United States end enigretion fran 
Russia generally. 


MISHER - The Soviet Goverment is generally 

Gaposed to emigration of its citizens to 
foscicsn countries. Ipperently the Soviet 
Govermmient gives consideration to granting, 

exit permits for the purpose of exigration 

to the United Stetes only when the enplicants Bet 

wish to join neavers of their family. ~; ME tC 

sexy years it hes been extrenely qgaiirialt 

Soviet citizens to obtain permission to 

@ the Soviet Union to join relatives in 

b Tn the 1930's a few such 

sag pecoived favorable consideration, tub it 

wes only jn the Llettcs pot of 1959 thet the 
Sovies Ueto beven isswing 2 mreiwer of Exit 

visas in such casas, Since 1959 exovoxinately 
S50 Suvieb wolebtves of fuesicun citiuens have 

Syed exit vises. This nowber, of cowtse, = 

te suell comared to the medber of these 
citizens who wish to cane to the United © 

tates to join their relatives here. ~~. os 
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citigens who jsarey Soviet citizens ynile - 
temoorerily residing in the USSR. 


In regard to cnigration fron Russia to other os 
courtrics, we know that Soviet eat vises have’ =, 
becn issued to persons desiring to join rela- 
tives in Feence, Englend, end other European 
coubries, but we have very livtle information 
concerning the details of such exigration. 
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G. The Oswalds! contacts with the Soviet 
Embassy in Washington, D. C., after they 
‘took up residence in the United states. 

Soon after the Oswalds reached the United States in June 
1962 they made contact with the Soviet Embassy in Washington. Soviet 
‘lew required Marina, as a Soviet citizen living abroad, to contact her 
nation's Eubassy and file with 5% certain forms. Later, the contact 
was continued when the Oswalds sought permission to return to the 
Soviet Union. The first such request was 4 letter written by Marina 
on February 17, 1963. She wrote that she wished to return to Russia, 
but that her husband would stay because He is an American by nationality." 
She was informed on March 8, 1963 that it would take from 5 to 6 months to, ~- 
process the pplication. Later, Oswald made application to return with 
here ‘ | 

On April 10, 1963, somebody fired a rifle at General. Edwin 
B. Walker in his home in Dallas. We now have fairly good evidence that / - 
the man who fired the rifle was Lee Harvey Oswald. An undeted note was 
found after the assassination which, according vo Marina, was left for 
her by her husband at the time he shot at Walker. <A translation of that -% 
note has been attached to this menorandum. . The purpose of the "note seems-— = | 
to have been to serve as a guide. to Marina as to what to do aad where to °> 
‘Look for help if Oswald was caught in the assassination attempt. The 
second paragreph of the note mentions the "Embassy," and since this == 
presumably means that the Soviet Embassy in Washington, D.C., that ret 


paragraph is here quoteds.--“: 
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"Send the information as to what has 
C | happened to me to the Embassy and in- 
_ | clude newspaper clippings (should there 
be anything about me in the newspapers). 
I believe that the Embassy will come 
quickly to your assistance on learning 
everything." 


_ The Soviet, Union has made available to us what purports to 
be all of the commmications between the Oswalds and the Russian Embassy 
in the United States. This material has been checked for codes and none 
has been detected. Except for the last letter which Oswald wrote to the 
Soviet Tmbassy, which will be discussed below, there is no material 
which gives any reason for suspicion. On April 13, 1963, the Soviet - 
Union did ask Marina for her reason-for wanting to return to the Soviet= * - 
Union and suggested she visit the Enbassy in Washington to discuss the , 
| C matter. It is arguable that this request was strange, since she was a . | 
Soviet citizen and her passport was limited in times however, there were 
| certainly some reasonable grounds for requesting a PacmbonPace discussion, : 
for example, whether her husband and children would be permitted to 
accompany her, 
As will be discussed in more detail later, Oswald was in 
Mexico from September 26, 1963 until October 3, 1963, and while in = ~~ 
Mexico City he made several visits to the Cuban and Soviet Embassies. ~ ~ 
Marina has testified that Oswald told her that the purpose of the trip =. 
was to try to reach Cuba by way of Mexico, thereby evading the American “°*9 


' 
}~ 


legal prohibitions against such travel. He was very concerned that both 
the trip itself and his purpose in going be kept strictly secret and 
cautioned Marina accordingly. Marina never admitted she had prior 


ae knowledge of the trip until almost three months after the assassination, -- 
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He seems to have written it in the hope that by inferring that he had 
somehow been "in on" some secret and mysterious dealings involving the 
Soviet Embassy in Mexico, some benefit, however small, could be salvaged 
from the otherwise total failure of that trip. 
H. Yuri Ivanovich Nosenko 

In February 196 Yuri Ivanovich Nosenko asked for asylum in 
the United States. His position in the Soviet Union was that of a high 
official with the KGB, and he was attending a conference in Geneva at 
the time of his escape. In the course of his interrogation by the CIA, 
it turned out that he had knowledge of Oswald. His testimony in ceupect 
to Oswald was given to representatives of the FBI and passed on by the 
Bureau to us. .A copy of the Bureau's final report on Nosenko is attached 
to this memorandum. WNosenko's reference to Oswald's Intourist guide and 
"this" impressions and evaluations of Oswald should probably be to "her" 
impressions and evaluations, since we know from other sources that the 
guide was probably a woman, Rima Shirokova. 

The FBI sumnary of the statements of Nosenko, if true, would 


certainly go a long way towards showing that the Soviet Union had no 
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I. Documentation furnished by the 


Soviet Govermment at our request 
In the latter part of March the Department of State, at our 


~—* 
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request, handed Ambassador Dobrynin a letter from Mr. Chief Justice 
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Farl Warren to Secretary of State Dean Rusk requesting that the Soviet 
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Union furnish the Commission with "further details of his [Oswald's] 
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activities during his residence in the Soviet Union, including copies of 
any official records which the Soviet authorities may find it possible to 
supply." The letter went on to describe seven areas of particular in- | 
terest to the Camission. A copy of the letter has been ebtached to this 
memorandum so that the description of the areas of particular interest 
can be read in detail if this is felt to be desirable. 

The response of the Soviet Government has been received. It 
is difficult to assess the extent to which it has ramlied in good faith. 
Sone records which might have been given to us have not been, but in some 
cases this could very well be because they are no longer in existence, 
‘For example, no application for a tourist visa made in Helsinki, Finland, 
on or about October 1), 1959 was forwarded to us despite the fact that we 


epee. reer ee of this type; but it is entirely possible 





that in the more ‘than four years which elapsed between the time when 


= a = =—>....~ 


Oswald filled uk . this very routine document and the time of the assassina- bes 


tion, Lt was destroyed in the ordinary course. There are other deficiencies 


in the Soviet response yihich are not so easily explained. The very last 


of any meutaite: “before or since the assassination of President Kennedy, 
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volunteered by Soviet citizens who knew Lee Harvey Oswald during his 
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residency in the Soviet Union which related to one of the aforementioned . 
seven areas of particular interest or which "might otherwise be of interest 
to the Conmission." No such volunteer statements were forwarded to us by 
the Soviet Government. A second possibly suspicious circumstance we have 
observed is that a very high percentage of the signatures other than 


Oswald's on the documents are stated by our translators to be illegible 


- 


OF nies: 





ST 7 





—. = —. 


This kind of verification has been rendered impossible, 
either anndidentiait’ty or on purpose, in the documents given to us. We 
have asked the CIA's opinion on this point, but so far have not received 
it. 

Je An Overall Assessaent of the 
Likelihood of Soviet Involvement 
The Commission has been able to gather an impressively large 


amount of material on Lee Harvey Oswald's life in Russia and in the 





United States after he returned from Russia, and a considerable amount of | Rion 
material on Marina as well. Much of this has been examined in this , hed : 


memorandum,—and over the last-few months virtually all of it has been 
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Federal government. Our conclusion >» aS already stated, is that all the 
"Russian" evidence is consistent with Lee Harvey Oswald's having been 
substantially what he purported to be and no more, that is, it is con- 
sistent with his not being an agent of the Russian eevee. . , 

The fact that the evidence on Oswald's life in Russia is con- . 
sistent with the conclusion just stated is of course highly important; | 
however, this alone is not sufficient reason to conclude that Oswald was in 
fact.not a Russian agent. A high proportion of all the evidence on Lee 
Harvey Oswald which relates to his travel to and life in Russia derives 
fran sources that could have been fabricated or otherwise falsified. The 
main sources of such evidence are his own statements after he retuimed to 
the United States, the letters he wrote from Russia to members of his 
fanily, Marina! s statements to friends after she came to America and her 
testimony to the Commission, and all sorts of writings and documents 
dating from the Russian period or shortly thereafter. All of these 
sources could have been put together by the KGB or be the result of its 

careful "coaching." 

The question therefore rises, How are we to access whether 
or not what we know as Oswald's "real life" is not Just a "legend" designed 
by the KGB and consistently livea out by Oswald thereafter? } a 
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upon Oswald hinself, and ask, “fra all we have learned about him << - 





iiverally from his infancy until the day of his death ~~ whether he was 2 
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the kind of man who could successfully have lived out such a legend. 
C Our conclusion is that in all probability he could not. / 
The picture of Oswald that emerges from all of the evidence 
the staff has gathered is that of a man of average or possibly better than 
average intelligence, but with a mind that was confused, dogmatic, and 
unused to the discipline of logical thought. For example, his political 
writings, when read closely, are seen to be little more than a series of . 
vague assertions that something or other "must" be done in this way or 
that way. The spelling and grammar are uniformly bad. Some of Oswald's 
employers found him to be an adequate worker; these seem to have been 
those who used him for very unskilled worl. On more responsible jobs he 
did not fare as well.- When he worked for the William B. Reilly Campany -=- 
- as a mechanic he was very unsatisfactory. The instructions he wrote out 
for his own guidance on the job are almost totally un-understandable » and 
the employer has stated that Oswald's reports were just as bad. He seems 
to have been overly resentful of orders or corrections given him by his © 
supervisors on the job. This last characteristic also manifested itself 
during his service in the Marine Corps. (On one relatively skilled job, — 
however, he seems to have performed reasonably well. In the early part =~. 
of 1963 he worked in the photographic Department for the Jaguars-Childs-~ =~ - 
Stovell Company and got along relatively well. He was discharged after “= 
a few months because the company found it necessary to let some of its - 
workers go and. chose Oswald rather than other men they had taken on at »: 
about the same time because he did not get along with his fellow workers ~~ = 


very well.) > 2 
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His sense of the practical seems to have been deficient. For 
C / example, he always fashioned himself a potential leader and resented 
the fact that circumstances compelled him to do menial work. Yet he 
never took the necessary steps to complete his high school education and 
obtain a diploma, so that he might be hired for a better job and utilize 
the normal skills possessed by a high school graduate. Likewise, he never 
made any serious attempts to acquire any kind of post-high school education. 
He made one or two tries at setting himself up as a Russian interpreter 
or translator but apparently never pursued the matter very far. So far 
as we know he never earned a penny in either capacity. For several weeks 
un the late sumer of 1963 he occupied himself with an elaborate scheme for 
hi jaclcing an airplane to Cuba, and at one time he was trying to work 
Marina and the baby into the plan as well. Some time during 1963 he told 
Maxina he would one day be the "Premier" of Cuba and became angry when 
she chided him for such an impractical ambition. 
In sum, we believe that Oswald did not have any subtleness of 
mind, that he lacked a good understanding of human nature and that he had 
_ an unstable and neurotic character. We do not believe that such a man 
: could have lived out a "Legend" so successfully that the combined resources 
=. of the Canmission, the Secret Service, CIA and the FBI could not have 
uncovered major discrepancies in it. Ase se SSS Ste Ses! 
TI. Involvement by Cuba. 
a Our Suspicion that the Cuban government might have been involved 


—.__: 4m the assassination is based upon four facts. First, Lee harvey Oswald 





publicly identified himself with the Fair Play For Cuba Committee and was 
an avowed admirer of the Castro government. Second, shortly before the 
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assassination, between September 26 and October 3, 1963, he travelled to 
Mexico City and while there made frequent contact with the Cuban Consulate. 
Third, the Cuban government had ample reason to dislike and distrust the 
government of the United States and the late President in particular, 
Fourth, the Commission itself and the various Federal investigatory 
agencies which have assisted it in its work have received many letters 
and been approached by several persons who claim to have seen or heard 
acts which-directly or indirectly link the assassination to the Castro 
goverrment. We will touch upon all but the third of these four factors 
in this section of the menorandum. The antipathy of the Cuban government 


needs no elaboration. 


Oswald's Fair Play for Cuba Committee activities and his contacts .... 


with Mr. Vincent 7. Lee, the former head of that Committee, have been 
thoroughly investigated. The results of these investigations are that 
Oswald's so-called "organizational activities" on behalf of the Committee 


in and around New Orleans were almost entirely a fiction, which he himself . 


created. He carmied a card which showed him to be a’ member of the New 
Orleans chapter of the Fair Play For Cuba Comittee, the President of 


which was "A, J. Hidell." Wo such man as "A. J. Hidell” has been located 


nor is there any evidence that he exists. Marina testifies that the name-)--. 


was made up by her husband and that he probably chose it because it | 
rhymed with his hero, "Fidel". (Castro). The little bit of correspondence 


between Oswald.and the national headquarters for the Fair Play For Cuba”. 


Committee in New York City, ‘headed by Vincent T. Lee, discloses that <== 
Oswald applied for membership, was welcomed, later informed Lee that he 
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intended to create an active organization in New Orleans and asked for 
advice in doing so, Lee replied with cautious encouragement, pointing out 
the difficulties, Oswald wrote another letter saying he was going to go 
ahead anyway, and that was about all. We have no evidence that any money 
ever went from New York or anywhere else to Oswald for his use in these 
activities nor was any representative of national headquarters or any place 
else ever sent down to guide him. Further, he apparently saver created 
an organization and was never even given a charter authorizing him to do 
SO. | 

Marina testifies that much of Oswald's Fair Play For Cuba 
Camittee activities, at least late in the sumer of 1963, seemed to 
have been performed with the intent of proving to theCuban government that — 
he /Oswald7 was "a friend of Cuba," in the belief that he would thereby 
further his chances of reaching that country and being accepted by it. 
In other words, Lee Oswald was probably trying to reenact the defection to 
and acceptance by Russia which he had so successfully accomplished in 
1959, only this time shifting the scene of action to Cuba. | 

The trip to Mexico is not so easily disposed of. Oswald de- 
parted New Orleans, in great secrecy, probably about noon on September 2 
and perhaps a day earlier, and he crossed the Mesdican border at Nuevo” — 
Laredo on September 26. His bus arrived in Mexico City at about 10:00 
a. m. on September 27. We have rather firm information that he set out 
inmedi ately on a series of visits to the Soviet and Cuban Embassies in 
that city, | spending almost his entire first 2 days at one or another of 


these tro places or in making arrangements to visit one or the es | 
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(One arrangement he made, for example, was to have passport photographs 
taken, for use in his application for a Cuban vise.) By late Saturday 


afternoon, September 28, however ; he had i sy m:ch hit a blank wall 












at both embassies. 
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The Cuban Rnbassy had even more firmly informed him that he could not get 
en Yin-transit"™ visa to visit Cuba wnless he coula first show them a 


visa to a EEN ‘so he was left with very little to do with either 
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| At the Cuben Exbassy he even got into a fight 
a ae ° - 
with the Consul, Eusebio Asque, because he insisted so strongly that 
4 


es a "friend of Cubats," he ought to be given a visa. So from Sunday - 
through Wednesday ES | October 2, when he left Hexd.co Cit wy on a bus - 


bound for the United States, apoarently about all he cid --or all that 
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these events occurred, but whether they were ~Terhaps only a cover-up for 


other, more sinister activities going on at the szue tine. This is where 


the various retors and claims of conssiracy cone ito consideration. 


Some of them will be considered in detail leter > mrt at this point it is 





enough to say that they alm almost<@11 boil dow: to sciie sort of allegati on 
Negi, 


that the Cubsns passed money to Saar waile 2 yeu in in Mexico City, as F 


payment for assassinating the President. We have been informed by the 
t 

Central Intelligence Agency that rumors seaiitiak avound a large anount of a 
7 f 

money having been handed to Oswald while he wes in i fexcico City (the most | 


comonly mentioned sum was $5,000) were current in Hexico City alnost- 


immediately after the assassination. The fact that these rmors were 














curzent shovld be kept in mind in assessing th: iniormetion which follows. - : 
Ta order that the Cozzission tay dir2ctljy assess sone. of the 
importent bits of evidence bearing upon Osvald?s ccntacts with the Cuban 
end Russien Exbes sles » we have SRS hereto two cocumen ents. f 
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We have also reconied the essantials of the statement made 
by Silvia Davan, the Mexicen euployee Of che Cuban deasulate in Mexico wav ee 
City io ceelt with Osweld, when she was questioned by the Mexican police 
shortly after the assassination. f ‘ : 
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"That as the speaker has already stated, she has been 
a sympathizer of socialism and Marsist doctrine for 
several years, having studied philosophy and ex- 
istentialism, and particularly she has sympathized 
since its inception and sympahtizes with the Cuban 
Revolution. That approximately three months ago she 
began to occupy the position of Secretary to the 
Cuban Consul in this city, Mr. EUSEBIO ASCUE... 
having had under her responsibility the administrative 
operation and preparing the visas which are issued, 
as well as handling the applications for such visas. 
which invariably are sent to the Ministry of Foreign 
Relations, Government of Cuba, for its approval, «+. 
That the speaker does not belong to any political 
party and never has attended manifestations or 
meetings, nor has she given lectures or speeches, 
which her husband has done, since he has written 
several articles for the newspaper 'El Diat (The 

Day) (pro-communist Spenish language newspaper 
published in Mexico City); that she has never been 
arrested for any reason, not even on the occasion 

of the vist to Mexico of Mr. JOHN F. KENNEDY, which __. 


caused her a great deal of personal satisfaction=...° __. 


because of the benefits which it would represent to 
the country... | 


"its having been only that night that they/she and 

her husband/ read in the extra (edition) the news 
‘yelating thereto, and subsequently on the radio at 

her residence she heared the name of LEE HARVEY. 

OSWALD, which caused her to remember that this nane 
refers to a North American who in the last days of 
September or the first days of the month of October - 

of the present year appeared at the Cuban Consulate 

end applied for a visa to Cuba in transit to Russia 

and based his application on his presentation of his" === 
passport in which it was recorded that he had been “~-~ 
‘living in the latter country for a period of three“: 
years, his work permit from that same country written 
in the Russian language and letters in the same a 


language, as well as proof of his being married to a*> =, 


woman of Russian nationality and being the apparent 
Director in the city of New Orleans of the organi- 
gation called 'Fair Play for Cuba? with the desire --.~ 
that he should be accepted as a 'friend' of the = 
Cuban Revolution, as a result of which the speaker, ~—. 
in compliance with her duties, received all of his © 
data and filled ovt the appropriate application, and =~ 4 
he left to return in the afternoon, this time with > 
his photographs, and the speaker, recognizing that = * 
she exceeded her duties, semiofficially called the 
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"Russian Consulate by telephone because of her 
interest in facilitating the handling of the Russian 
visa for LEE HARVEY OSWALD, but from there they 
answered her that the operation would require 
approximately four months, which annoyed the appli- 
cant, since as he affirmed he was in a great hurry 
to obtain the visas which would permit him to travel 
to Russia, insisting that he was entitled to them 
because of his background and his partisanship and 
personal activities in faver of the Cuban movement, 
the declarant!s not being able to specify because 
she does not remember whether or not he said that he 
was a member of the Communist Party, but that his 
wife, of Russian nationality, was at that time in the 
city of New York from where she would follow hin, 
although his place of origin was the aforementioned 
city of New Orleans; that as soon as OSWALD under~ 
stood that it was not possible to give him a Cuban 
visa without his previously obtaining a Russian one, 
because the former was for transit, he became highly 


. agitated and angry, as a result of which the speaker 


called Consul ASCUE, who, at that time, was in his 

private office in company of his ultimate replace-... ~ 

ment; MIRAVAL, but came out and began to argue in- ~~ et - 
English with OSWALD ina very angry manner and ASCUE 
concluded by saying to him that, 'As far as he was 

concerned, he would not give him a visa,’ and that 

‘A person like him, in place of aiding the: Cuban | 

Revolution, was doing it harm,' its being noted that 

in their discussion they had been referring to the 

Russian socialist revolution and not the Cuban, its 

being stated by OSWALD that he had two reasons to 

request the visa with urgency, which were, one, that 

his permit to be in Mexico was expiring and the other 

that he had urgent necessity of reaching Russias; that - 

in spite of the argument the speaker handed to: °>  -. 

OSWALD a piece of paper similar to that which she 

writes at this time in which she recorded her name, --. 7 
‘SILVIA DURAN,' and the telephone number of the 3 E 
Consulate, which is '11-28-l\7,' and, at any rate, she. “*s ° ; 
initiated the handling of his visa application by~ —7 : . 
sending it to the Cuban Ministry of (Foreign) Affairs, - 

from which a reply was received in the normal manner 

some fifteen to thirty days later approving the is-: .=- 

suance of a visa, but conditioning it on his pre- =: 

viously obtaining the Russian (one), although she ~= 

does not recall whether OSWALD subsequently called 

her or not on the telephone for the Consulate which 

she had given him; that all of the conversation which — 

the speaker had with OSWALD, as well as that of Consul - 
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"ASCUE with him, was in the Fnglish language since 

he did not speak amy Spanish, and that upon seeing | 
his photograph which appears in today's newspapers, | 
specifically in the newspaper th Dia,* she in- 

mediately recognized and 4dentified it as being the 

same person that she has been referring to as LEE 

HARVEY OSWALD. « o" 


Tt should be noted that Senora Duran testified that Oswald made 


formal application for a visa, that he furnished her with photographs taken 


of himself in Mexico City, that she filled out the visa application on 


the basis of documents Oswald had in his possession, and that authori- 


gation to issue a visa, conditional upon his first obtaining a Russian 


visa, was in fact obtained by her office sametime late in October, We 

have forwarded a request to the Cuban government to document Senora Duran's 
claims. If the Cuban government does furnish us with documents purporting ~~ 
to fulfill Senora Durants claims, we have excellent means at our disposal 

for authenticating them. For example, Oswald's handwriting or his photo- 
graphs are two obvious methods of authentication. In addition, we have 


what we believe are some of the documents he had in ‘his possession when he — 


was in Mexico City, presumably the documents fram which Senora Duran took 
the information to fill out his visa application, so this too. should ~ 
constitute an excellent method of authentication. 

For about a month and one-half prior to the assassination Lee i Tse 
Harvey Oswald had a room of his own in a rooming house at 1026 North Beckley © 
Street in Dallas. He ordinarily stayed there during the week and visited -.-._ 
Marina on weekends at the hame of Mr. and Mr. Michael Paine in Irving, | 
Texas, where she was staying with the children. The resident manager of the. ~ 
rooming house at North Beckley Street , Mrs. Earline Roberts » has testified =} 


to representatives of the FBI that on one or two occasions Oswald ended 
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telephone conversations with the word, MAaAOS" Mrs. Roberts! statements 
on this subject infer that these conversatdons were carried on in some 
foreign language described by her as "German or Russian." From this it 
in tum can be inferred that the conversations alluded to were with Marina, 
because they would have been in Russian, and we have other evidence, which 
is quite firm, that he telephoned Marina almost every night. If this is 
the case , then the fact that he signed off with the word "Adios" has no 
particular significance. When Marina testified to the Comission she said 
that she does remember her husband occasionally using that term. If, 
however, the word "Adios" was used during an English-language conversation, 
we have, perhaps, an important unexplained piece of evidence. Mrs. Roberts 
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Unfortunately, however, 





although the means of investigation at our disposal in Mexico have in our 
opinion been stretched to the utmost, there still remain gaps in our 
Inowledge of what Oswald did while he was there. Essentially, for Sunday, 
Monday and Tuesday, September 29 through October 2, we can fill in only 
about five or ous hours of his time, plus whatever time he slept. The 
final answer to the meaning of the Mexican trip, therefore, will probably 
never be given. 

Finally, before ending our discussion of possible Cuban involve- 
ment, we would like to set forth in summary fashion some of the rumors and 
allegations of Cuban conspiracies which have come to our attention. In 
our opinion, only two are sufficiently serious to merit a detailed state- 
ment. These are sunmarized below. The other rumors are very briefly 
summarized, and references to the basic FRI eed sources dealing with then 
are given, in an appendix hereto. 

1. Statement of Pedro Gutierrez Valencia. 

On December 2, 1963 Senor Pedro Gutierrez Valencia wrote a ; 
letter to President Johnson, in Spanish, in which he stated that in the 
course of his duties as a credit iywantitentor for a large department store 
in Mexico City he was in the oa Inbassy in Mexico City on September 30, 
1963 or October 1 9 1963 for the purpose of conducting an investigation 
of one of its employees. The letter went on to say that as he was leaving 


the embassy he overheard a heated discussion in English between two men, * 


We 


one a Cuban é “and the other an American, in which he could wnderstand only 


the words, asta " "cuba," and "Kennedy." The Cuban was cowrting out 
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American dollars, which he eventually passed to the American, and both , 
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men stepped imto an automobile which, fram the fact that the Cuban opened 
the door with a key extracted from his own pocket and himself got into 
the driver's seat, Gutierrez concluded belonged to the Cuban. Gutierrez! 
suspicions were aroused, so he doubled back around the corner to get into 
his own automobile to follow the two men. However, by the time he was 
able to do this they had driven off and he lost sight of them. After the 
assassination, from observing pictures in the Mexico City newspapers of 
Lee Harvey: Oswald, Gutierrez claimed that he recognized the American as 
setae Oswald. 
The FBI in Mexico City has taken the varimeny responsibility for 
investigating this situation. Senor Gutierrez has been thoroughly checked, 
and all the evidence points to his being sincere, trustworthy and dis- 
interested. He has favorably impressed all the FBI men who have worked 
with him, om he has devoted soit time to trying to help our investiga- 
tion of what he saw and has never asked for any kind of compensation. 
The representatives of the FBI are convinced that he is sincere, However, 
his identification of the American he allegedly saw as Lee Harvey Oswald __ 
has not stood up well under intensive analysis. A11 the usual methods for 


confirming an LAE ES LORE. 6 : here been gone through, detailed plyysical 





description, ddentification of photographs of Oswald's from among 

photographs of other men, description of the menner in which he saw what 

he claims to have aAOD, etc. It now appears that Gutierrez saw the 

"american" distinctly, only from- the rear and once, very fleetingly, Pacer ns 


to-face. “He never observed "haa in profile. What happened was thiss. 





talking with the American, 


he got a good look only of 


their backs. The conclusi 


Oswald is by no means cert 
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Gutierrez came around a corner of a wall and bumped into the Cuban who was 
‘ 


thereby seeing them both for a split second 


face-to-face. He apologized, the Cuben graciously accepted the apology, 
and all three men immediately continued walking in their respective directions. 
When he overheard their conversation, however, which must have been resumed 


almost instantaneously, Gutierrez turned around to get another look. Thus, 


the backs of both men. Likewise, when he followed 


them to their automobile, he saw them only from a distance and again only 


on of the FBI representatives assigned to this 


case is that Gutierrez probably did see money being passed to a man who 


appeared to be an American, but that whether that man was Lee Harvey 
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It therefore seems unlikely that if Oswald had 


been at the Cuban Imbassy he would have telephoned the Russian Inbassy ~ 


rather than walked over there ; 


with the personnel, 


/ 


/ 


; 


especially since by this time he Was familiar 
However, it is also possible that he believed that 


he could get through to speak to the Consul if he telephoned, whereas if 


he showed up in person he might be rebuffed by the receptionist or the guard 


who by that time may have been able to recognize him and under orders to 
keep, him out. 


The CIA and FBT representatives with whom we have discussed this 


investigation point out that although they by no means rule out the accur 


of Gutierrez! observations for this reason alone » it is wnlikely that money 


would be passed for a sinister purpose in such an open manner as was al- 


legedly observed by Gutierrez, 


First, it is unlikely that an agent would 


be paid off right at the embassy or the consulate. Second, even if he 


were, the payoff would more pr 


obably be carried out in the privacy of a 


room. Nevertheless » investigation is continuing, 


Unfortunately, Gutierrez! 
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description of the automobile allegedly 


a light tan Renault, happens to be a very DOR Ay 
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The present owner . Satthot be ascertained, however, because the Seleucia 


of the automobile (as is conmon-in Mexico) has been maintained under the 


name of Se. original owner, who owned it scveral years ago, in order to 
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2. Stwhenent of Gilberto Alvarado Usarte, 

On November 26, 1962, Gilberto Alvarado Ugarte, a 23-year-old 
Nicaraguan secret agent, at the time seeling to penctrate the Castro 
forces in Cuba by going to Cuba from Mexico to receive guerrilla training 
on the island, came to the American Embassy in Mexico City and declared 
that he had witnessed Lee Harvey Oswald receiving a payoff to kill the 
President in the Cuban Embassy on September 18. Alvarado said that Oswald 
was given $6,500, $5,000 as compensation and $1,500 for expenses. Alvarado 
‘recited that at noon on the 18th of September he went to the Cuban Consulate 
to turn some passport photographs over to the Consul, Iusebio Ascue, to be 
used in the fabrication of false travel documents so that-he could leave — 


Mexico for Cuba. He sat in the waiting room and saw a group of approimately 


eight persons enter the Consulate and go into Ascue!s office and noticed 


that someone other than Ascue was ‘sitting at Ascuets desk. He then esked ~~ 


— —- 
— —_ _- 


- eee a —_—_— 


a Cuban Consulate employee vhere the bathroom was, >» Was told, and proceeded > 











out of ‘the: waiting room in ‘the “Given ‘direction. “While “standing by the 
bathroom door, he said, “he | saw a group of three persons conversing ina 
| patio a few feet away. One was a tall, thin Negro with reddish hair 
i D2 
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obviously dyed who spoke = with a Cuban accent, and who spoke some 
English. The ae person was ‘ Canadian with blonde hair, and the 
third person was Lee Harvey Oswald, Alvarado said that he did not know 
Oswald at the time, but recognized him after the assassination fran 
photographs in Mexico City newspapers. Oswald was supposed to have been 
wearing a black sport coat, a buttoned-up shirt with collar tabs but no 
necktie, and clear eyeglasses. A tall Cuban joined the group momentarily 
and passed same currency to the negro. The negro then allegedly said to 
Oswald in English, "I want to kill the man." Oswald replied, "You're not 
man enough, I can do ten The negro then. said in Spanish, "I can't go 
with you, I have a lot to do." Oswald replied, "People are waiting Pox 
me back there." The negro then gave Oswald $6,500 in large-denomination 
| American bills, saying, "This isn't much." He also supposedly gave him 
about 200 Mexican pesos. Alvarado also filled in other details which are 
not material here. - 

Alvarado said that towards the end of September he ‘telephoned 
the American Enbassy in Mexico City several times ‘in an attempt to report 
his belief that someone important in the United States was to be a 


— —— —s 


He used a fictitious name to protect his identi : and told the person who 





enswered the telephone that he did not want a visa but that he wished to -== » 
speak to Na person of confidence" about "a political matter." He said=— = e 


he finally got — to a man who said he would call him back, and Rey 


teen 


therefore, Lert bis telephone number. The man never called back. Alvarado — 
allegedly repeatedly called the Embassy and was finally told te quit wasting 
its time. “Alvarado said that the next time he talked to the Embassy was- ae 


after the assassination, BE he recognized Oswald's picture in a newspaper. 
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The comment made on Alvarado by the CIA field man on November 26 was, ! 

"He is young, quiet, very serious person, who speaks with conviction, 

knows enough English to understand conversation." . 
Alvarado was, of course, eee subjected to intensive 


_- — ae 
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interrogation end davestigation. : 
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Apparently he was 


--— 


oueete 


‘indeed on his way to Cuba and had had dealings with the Cuban Consulate 
in Mexico City in connection with preparation of false travel documents. 
Whether he was doing this as a soldier of fortune, out of conviction for 


the Castroite cause or to place himself in a position where he would later 


——n 


be able to command a higher price from the Nicaraguan and other anti- 


‘Communist intelligence agencies . ‘for his information, we do not Inovw.) 
Poth the Mexican and American authorities continued to Sa 


a” 


and cross-check Alvarado's story. f 
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Tze oS -He said that he had not seen Oswald _ 


at all, and: “that he had not-seen anybody paid money_in the. Cuban Embassy. __ 
He also admitted that he never tried to telephone the American Enbassy 
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about the matter and that his first contact was in person on November 26 
when, as we now know, he spoke to be Embassy security officer. He still 
maintained that he did in fact repeatedly visit the Cuban Embassy, however, 
as related above. The Mexican authorities stated that they were inclined 
to believe the last part of the story. Alvarado said that the motive in 
telling the fabrication was to help get himself admitted to the United 
States so that he could there participate in action against Fidel Castro. 
He said he hated Castro and hoped that the story he made up would be 
believed and would cause the United States to "take action" against Castro. 
In the meantime, American intelligence agencies in Mexico had checked back 
with Washington and learned that on the 17th and 19th ‘of September infor- 
mation we had indicated that Oswald was in New Orleans. Although still 
theoretically possible, this of course made it unlikely that he was in 
Mexico City on the 18th. 

Still later, American authorities reinterrogated Alvarado. Alvarado 
at first claimed that he had been pressured into retracting his statement by 
the Mexican police and that the retraction,rather than his statement, was 

‘false. He said that he did, in fact, see the things he claimed to have 
seen. American interrogation of him continued, and part of it was carried 
on in connection with a polygraph machine. When told that the polygraph 
indicated that he was probably lying, Alvarado said words to the effect, 
"I know such machines are accurate, and, therefore, I suppose I must be 
mistaken." He then added that he was uncertain as to the date when he 


saw someone > Hho looked Like Oswald" at the Cuban Embassy, and perhaps 
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4+ was on a Tuesday, September 17, rather than September 18. (Alvarado 

did not know it at the time, but the 17th would make it even more 
unlikely than the 18th. On September 17 Oswald appeared at the 

Louisiana State Unemployment Commission in New Orleans and also 

cashed a check from the Texas Employment Commission at the Winn- 

Dixie Store Number 125 in New Orleans.) On the basis of the poly- 

graph results and the qualified retractions made by Alvarado when 


he saw the results, and on the basis of discrepancies which appeared 
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in his story, f > 
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| No further investigationof the Alvarado 
a a esa . 
incident was carried on subsequent to the foregoing. 
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rv. Anti-Castro Cuban Involvement. 

In early August 1963, while he was still living in New Orleans, 
Oswald approached Mr. Carlos Bringuier, a man who is active in anti- 

Castro activities in that city and who was a lawyer in Cuba prior to 
Castro's overthrow of the Batista regime, and volunteered his services 

in the training of anti-Castro guerrillas. Oswald claimed that he had 
received guerrilla-type training in the Marine Corps and offered to pass 

on his expertise to Bringuier's group. Bringuier was of course interested 
in the offer and accepted Oswald's display of interest in a friendly manner, 
However, very shortly thereafter a member of Bringuier's organization 
observed Oswald passing out Fair Play For Cuba Committee literature, told 
Bringuier, and as a result there was a minor riot on the streets of New ~ — 
Orleans. The sitexoation led to the arrest of Oswald, Bringuier and | 
Bringuier's friend, and Oswald was ultimately convicted and fined $10.00. 
Soon thereafter, in the middle of August, Bringuier sent one of his men to 
Oswald's home, the address of which he had observed on some of the Fair 
Play literature, wnder orders to pose as a pro-Castro Cuban interested in 
working for Oswald. Oswald received Bringuier's plant courteously and- ~~ .: 
discussed Cuban politics with him in the evening cn his [Gswald's/ : s 5 
porch, but Marina has testified that after the conversation Oswald told * 9. 
her that he strongly suspected that the man who had come was an anti- 

Castro Cuban pretending that he was pro-Castro. Consequently, both — 

Bringuier and Oswald failed in their attempts to inflitrate the other's” ::'s 
organization. a | ~ 

Later, the two men were to meet and debate each other on Radio’ = 


Station WDSU in New Orleans. Bringuier has also testified to the Comission 
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that a bartender acquaintance of his observed Oswald in the "Havana Bar" 
in New Orleans in the company of a Mexican for yhom the FBI was allegedly 
searching because of his communist activities and that the FBI was duly 
informed of these facts. No trace of this information is in the FHI files, 
however. 

Mrs, Silvia Odio of Dallas, Texas, a 26-year old refugee fram the 


Castro regime whose parents are still in a Cuban prison on the orders of 


Fidel Castro told a representative of the FHI shortly after the assassi~ 
* nation that in late September or early October 1963 two anti~Castro Cuban - 


leaders from out of town came to her home in the company of a third man 
to ask her help in raising funds for their cause. She turned down their 
request, as she has turned down all similar requests, because ‘tis feared .- 
retaliation by Castro against her parents. Mrs. Odio has furnished the 
following facts about the two Cuban leaders: : | 
One of then referred to himself as "Leopoldo," the other was 
probably "Rogelio Cisneros," and both of them were from Puerto Rico or 
Miami. She also gave the FBL their physical descriptions. The third man _ 
accompanying them, who nate very Little, she first told the FRI wes in- 
troduced to her as Leon Oswald." _ Now she is saying it was simply "Leone 
When Mrs. Odio first spoke to representatives of the FBI, the physical 
description she gave of "Leon Oswald" roughly fitted Lee Harvey Oswald. °*- 


| She is now reported to be saying the "Leon Oswald" had a mustache or at 


least was unshave, and that he had a dark, Cuban-type complexion. Ac= — 
cording to her first story, "Leopoldo" called her back a few days later to. © 
say that "they" (presumably he and the other Cuban leader) had checked —'°3 


back on "Leon Oswald" in New Orleans and were told that he was "loco," _ 
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end they were therefore dropping him. Hueapel.ac is also reported to have 
said "Leon" vould = anything, saying that Leon had Nlanghed at" the ‘ 
Cubans, claiming they had "no guts." "It vould be easy to kill Kennedy 

C- after the Bay of Pigs," he allegedly y told Leopoldo. 


Mes. Odio is reported to have surfered a severe pshchological 


reaction et her place of exployment when she first saw Lee Harvey Osiald's 


pictere'on television efter the assassination, presumably because she wes 


struck by the fear that her own group was somehow involved in the killing 


of the President 


On Noverber 1, 1953 Lee Haxvey Qgvetd mailed a letter to the 


Cocmunist Party in New York City. nong of: ‘ex thincs he mentioned that 


he hed ettended a meeting in Dalles on October 23, | 1963 of a grouo headed. ~ * 


ty Cenezal Walkers; investigetvion hes led to the conclus sion that this must 


-. 


With the sole exceotion of Mrs. Odio -- and even she is now 


~ 


goneremtly chenging her story -- evesy ine Bex of the Dalles anti-Castro 
. 
Caben commmity eho hes been exestiored on Lee Harvey Cayeld ccnies ever 


? an 


heving observed him or having hed zeny coxbacts with him whatever prior to.2 "9 


“he asscesinetion. Nos hes exy mesber of that c munity come forward to ~ 
volunteers say informetion es to contacts with Osvald.. However, Hrs. -. =. 
OGi0 hes t2en checked out rere through her psychietrist and friends, 
and, with one e (ception -- a layman | yao speculates that she may neve : 


subconscious teadenoties to over-drenetize or exaggerate -- the evicence 1s 
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eneninously favorable, both es to her cheracter enl velianility end 2s to 
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Oswald tried to create that he had organized some sort of large active 
Fair Play For Cuba group in New Orleans. _Second, someone in the anti- 
Castro organization might have been keen enough to sense that Oswald had 
a penchant for violence that might easily be aroused. This was evident, 
for example, when he laughed at the Cubans and told them it would be easy 


to Kill Kennedy after the Bay of Pigs. On these facts, it is possible that 


some sort of deception was used to encourage Oswald to kill the President 
when he came to Dallas. Perhaps "double agents" were even used to anal 
Oswald that pro-Castro Cubans would help in the assassination or in the 
get-away afterwards. The motive on this would of course be the ex~ 
pectation that after the President was killed Oswald would be caught or 
at least his identity ascertained, the law-enforcement authorities and: - = . 
the public would then blame the menaionini on the Castro goverment, | 
and the call for its forceful overthrow would be irresistable. “A "second 
Bay of Pigs Invasion" would begin, this time, we to end successfully. 

. _The foregoing is ita only a wild speculation, but the 
facts that we already know are certainly sofficient to warrant additional 


investigation. 


DECLASS) 
O. 11652, tang Nr “SERS 





BOREAS AME GAMA NAC AN 





Cr wy ey AYU Lea PE WRN 





aati cane 
| 





; 
/ 
f . 
/ 
f 
* 
* se 
Pr 
4 
o Vig 
&3 
es 
‘ 


APPENDIX 
TO : 
OSWALD'S FOREIGN ACTIVITIES: - ' oa ! 
Summary of Evidence Which Might be Said to Show That 
Tere was Foreign Involvement in the Assassination of 
President Kennedy 
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THE LEGAL ADVISER 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
i | WASHINGTON 


SO ay 


April 24, 1964 7 


Question No. 5 in Attachment A to your letter of 


-March 23, 1964 requested a memorandum from Mr. John A, 


McVickar describing to the best of his recollection the 
specific facts which form the basis for his suspicions 
that Lee Harvey Oswald had been tutored in connection 
with his apparent attempts to renounce his American 
citizenship at the American Embassy in Moscow. In 
accordance with this request Mr. McVickar prepared the _ 
attached memorandum. - 


As you will see, Mr. McVickar states in paragraph 2- " 
of his memorandum that it would have been significant if 
Oswald had been issued a "regular visa" and not a "tourist 
visa." Mr, McVickar did not, however, remember which type 
of visa Oswald had obtained, In fact, our files indicate 


' that he applied for, and presumably received, a "tourist 


visa" in Helsinki. It should be noted, however, that Oswald 
stated that he applied for this visa on October 14, 1961, 

and was in Moscow on October 16, 1961. It appears, there- 
fore, that he received the visa within a day or two. Usually 
it takes at least a week for Soviet authorities to ae ns 
tourist applications, and so the speed with which Oswald... 
received his tourist visa was unusual, = 


Mr. McVickar also states-in paragraph 4 of his memor- = —> . 
andum that "Oswald was'accepted and‘sent to Minsk only about © i 
seven days (as I recall) after his arrival in Moscow." In.’ m 
fact, our files indicate that he was in Moscow for appréx- 
imately six weeks prior to his departure for Minsk. 


Mr. J. Lee Ranks Tie, 
General Counsel, es 
President's Commission on the. i’: 
Assassination of President Kennedy, = 
200 Maryland Avenue, N.E., 
Washington, D,C, : 
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Mr. Richard E, Snyder, mentioned in Mr. McVickar's 
memorandum, also made a statement by telegram dated 
November 27, 1963, concerning his contacts with Oswald, 
and a copy of this telegram was furnished to the 


Commission. 
Sincerely, 
id AAs of 
_ Abram Chayes 
Attachment: * | 
Memorandum of 4/7/64- =. - | : 


from Mr. John A. McVickar,. 
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CORSET — 
MEMORANDUM : 
TO: Mr, Thomas Ehrlich, Special Assistant to the Hig 
Legal Adviser, Department of State 
FROM: John A, McVickar, Principal Officer, American Consulate, “7, / 


Cochabamba, Bolivia 
SUBJECT: Lee Harvey OSWALD 


~~ 


This is in response to the request contained in your letter of 
March 27, 1964, to further develop the suggestion contained in ny 
memorandum of November 27, 1963, that there was a possibility that 
(in coming to the Soviet Union and attempting to renounce his citizen- 
ship) Oswald was "following a pattern of behavior in which he had been 
tutored by person or persons unknown." Although I now regret that I 
made no notes on this even then unusual case, the following points~~.:3 
seem to me to lend weight to my suggestion, especially considering - ~ 
the youth and relative inexperience of the subject: ~ 


(1) As I recall it, Oswald stated that he had come almost directly 
to the Soviet Union after being discharged from the Marine Corps in 
New Orleans and that he took a ship from New Orleans to Helsinki. Since 
he arrived in Moscow in mid-October, 1959 and was discharged from the 
Marines in September, 1959 (as I recall), he would have to have made a 
diréct and commetently arranged trip. He would have to have known the 
not too obvious fact that Helsinki is a usual and relatively uncomli- 
cated point of entry to the Soviet Union (one that the Soviets might 


well choose for example if arranging the passage themselves). ~.-- 


(2) Oswald obtained a Soviet visa and apparently very promptly. 
This point may be important: it depends on what kind of a Soviet visa Weesae 
he had, and I do not know, If he had obtained a "tourist visa," he could 2% ~ 
have probably gotten it rather easily through a travel agent, but he © ' 
would have had to either buy a $30.00 per day "individual tour" or he-> <-> 
would have had to join a group, I do not think or recall that he did 
elther. If he had obtained any other sort of Soviet visa, probably a : 
"regular visa", he would have had to obtain it from either the Soviet ~:-% 
Embassy in Washington (presumably by mail’ from New Orleans) or from | ‘a 
the Soviet Embassy in Helsinki, In my experience, Soviet "regular-—1:> | 
visas" (i.e. those other than issued to tourists, or to officials and: - i 
diplomats) were hard to come bye Such "regular visas" were ordinarily “ly. 
issued only after checking with Moscow, and after some investigation of . = 
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the reasons given for the visit by the applicant, ‘usually a process of , 
months duration, A Soviet "regular visa"-issued to a person (in Wash- 
ington or in Helsinki) on short notice would only be to a person already 
known to the Soviet authorities, 


I repeat, I do not recall what sort of a visa Oswald had, but I _ 
believe that it would be significant if it indeed was a "regular visa" 
and not a "tourist visa." If it is still available, an examination of 
his passport could provide the answer, Or perhaps, Consul Richard E, 
Snyder, who handled the case at the time of Oswald's arrival,might 
remember or might have noted it in the record. 


(3) Oswald evidently knew something of the procedure for renun- 
ciation of citizenship when he came into the office. This seemed a bit 
unusual, since it was so soon after his first departure from the United 
States on his first trip abroad traveling as a private citizen. (He 
had apparently been abroad in the Marines, but would be unlikely to 
have gained much experience in travel and citizenship documentation in. 
that status.) I do not recall the way that he framed his demand for 
renunciation, except that it was truculant and insulting, but it seemed .-.- 
to me that Oswald understood that he had a legal right to renounce in. —5 
the consular office and was rather insistent upon doing it. 


(4) Oswald's application to remain in the Soviet Union made in 
Moscow was, again in my experience, relatively quickly accepted by the 
Soviet authorities, For example, in other "defector" cases of which 
I had some personal knowledge, the Soviet authorities were rather cau- 
tious about definitely permitting persons to remain permanently before 
they had investigated and interviewed them thoroughly. Not that the 
authorities were reluctant to take them in if they thought they might 
be useful, or even if not too useful, but they tended to be bureaucratic 
and cautious. Oswald was accepted and sent to Minsk only about seven 
days (as I recall) after his arrival in Moscow. This seems short to me, <~, 
if his application in Moscow was indeed the first time his case came to > =>" 
the attention of the Soviet authorities concerned with these matters; =-=, 
but it does not seem too short, if they had known about him months before. .-. 
However, even if they had already had a file on him, he would still probably ~~ 
have had to come to Moscow for interviewing and final approval at head-. 
qQuarterse.- + , 


(5) At the time, Oswald seemed surprisingly confident, competent . 
and determined about what he was doing, considering his age and experience.  ~ 


(6) Oswald's expressed willingness to teil the Soviets what classi=- -.+- 
fied information he may have learned in the Marines doesn't necessarily ~~ 
argue the point that he had advance help, since he could have easily ‘; _ 
thought it up himself, The statement seems irrelevant except perhaps as.- -: 
a means of shocking the consular officer into prompt action. ~ ~= 


_ 
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(7) I am afraid that I remember only very little of the actual 
statements in Communist terms which Oswald made to justify his desire 
to renounce his citizenship. I recall he said that he wanted to re- 
nounce "because he was a Marxist", I think he said bitterly that he 
had learned what the "class struggle" meant during his difficult youth 
in the U.S., and that he had learned about "capitalist imperialism" 
while overseas in the Marines (in Okinawa, I think). As I said in my 
previous memorandum, it seemed to me then that he was using words that 
he did not fully understand, but this does not necessarily mean that 
he was taught to say them...he might have read some books himself, 


(8) A last point not related to my contact with Oswald in 1959: 
Oswald's reported statement that he had been permitted to belong to a 2 
rifle club and practice target shooting while in Minsk seems odd to : me 
me, My impression was that in the Soviet Union such a privilege would 
not have been usual, But this is mere speculation, 


Finally, however, I think I should raise a question which may tend 
to offset some of the above points: If we suppose the Soviets might 
have arranged his trip to Russia, why would they have permitted Oswald | 
to come to the American Embassy to renounce his citizenship? I see no ° ~-> 
answer to that, except that perhaps he was still being treated in a 
very tentative way and therefore being allowed to behave in a more or 
less "normal" fashion vis-a-vis the U.S. Government. The principal 
effect of renunciation would have been to make his legal return to the . 
U.S. more difficult and it is not known to be a requirement for becoming _. 
a Communist or residing in the USSR. ~ 


I hope that the above comments are of some assistance. It seems 
to me that the only concrete point is the Soviet visa: its type, and 
its date and place of issuance, 


ec: Mr. Robert I Owen, FUR/SOV, Dept of State —-- ‘= 
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Such measures are taken, according to Soviet explanation, to protect 
the Embassy from intrusion by "hooligans" and other undesirable 
elements. OSWALD might well have been stopped by the militia at 
the gate, but since he carried a stateless passport and was probably 
identifiable aS an American by name, accent and possibly clothing, 
would probably not have been prevented from entering. Marina also 
would probably not have been hindered, since she was the wife of a 





foreigner and had legitimate business in the Embassy- | 
4, OSWALD said that he asked for Soviet citizenship on 16 October . | 
1959. According to his diary, he received word a month later that he ty | 


could stay in the USSR pending disposition of his xequest, but it was 
another month and a half before he was given his stateless passport. 


5. When compared to five other'defector cases, this procedure 
seems unexceptional. Two defectors from US Army intelligence units 
in West Germany appear to have been given citizenship imm ediately, 
but both had prior KGB connections and fled as a result of Army security e 
checks. Of the other three cases, one was accepted after not more than 
five weeks and given a stateless passport apparently at about the same 
time. The second was immediately given permission to stay for a while, 
and his subsequent request for citizenship was granted three months later. 
The third was allowed to stay after he made his citizenship request, but | 
almost two months passed before he was told that he had been accepted. —~ | 
_. Although the Soviet Ministry of Foreign Affairs soon after told the uS _ 
Embassy that he was 4 Soviet citizen, he did not receive his document 
until five or six months after initial application. We know of only one case’. 
in which an American asked for Soviet citizenship but did not take up 
residence in the USSR. In that instance, the American changed his mind 
and voluntarily returned to the United States less than three weeks after 





o= he had requested Soviet citizenship. - -. , 
a ee ’ - 
ae 6. So far as we are able to determine, there is no Soviet law which ~ ai 


would prevent a Soviet citizen married to a foreign national from 
accompanying his or her spouse from the USSR. This situation is also - 
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ca believed to have existed at the time of the OSWALDs' departure from the-—— 
A Soviet Union in 19 62.: In practice, howeve?s permission for a Soviet wife —— 
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‘ENGLISH TRANSLATION OF UNDATED NOTE WRITTEN, ‘IN t THE RUSSIAN LANGUAGE BY 


‘1. This is the key to the mail box which is located in the main post office . 
in the city on Ervay Street. This is the same street where the drug store, » 


in which you always waited is located. You will find the mail box in the post 


- office which is located 4 blocks from the drug store on that street. I paid 


a for the box last month so don't worry about it. 


2. Send the information as to what has happened to me to the Embassy and 
include newspaper clippings (should there be anything about me in the 


newspapers). I believe that the Embassy will come ee to your assistance 


on learning everything. , 


3. I paid the house rent on the 2nd so don't worry about it. 


> 4, - Recently I also paid for water and gas., 


5. The money from work will possibly be coming. The . will be sent 


_ to our post office box. Go'to the bank and cash the check, : 


6. You can either throw out or r give my clothing etc. away. Do not keep 
these. However, I nee that you | hold on to my Patgmng payers (military, 
civil etc.).” 


ae Certain of 1 my documents are in n the small blue valise. : 


_ 8, The address book can be found on my teble ‘ the study shoala you aed 


same, 


9. We have friends here. The Red Cross also will help you. (Red Cross in 


English). 


10. Ileft you as much money 2 as I could, $60, 00 on the second of the month. 


per Weekes c 


You and the ie Gappareney) § can, live for another 2 months using $10. 00. 


genie trop es 


dt) 


ll. IfI am aliye and taken prisoner, the “slp jail is located at the end of the . , 


bridge through which we always passed on going to ve siete (right inthe 


; | peciaie © of a the oot s aiter Sane the bridge)-" 


_—_ - ~ee we hoe 
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LEE HARVEY sais AND FOUND IN THE RES| DENCE oF HIS WIFE IN IRVING, TEXAS. 
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LETTER FROM CHIEF JUSTICE EARL WARREN 
é TO 
SECRETARY OF STATE DEAN RUSK = | 
Dated March 11, 1964 | | 


| . Requesting that the Soviet 
Government furnish the ; : | 
. Commission with certain Oe & 
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farch 6, 1964 s ais 
BY COURIER 53: SaRVICe i 
abie J. Lee Rankin ; 
ai Counsel be 
resiGent's Commission 
Maryiend Avente, * Ge 
necon, De ve pi 121g ; 
- + 3 . 
ear Me. Remkine , 
‘ 
Rete srence is made to aay Letter Gated February 28, 
$64, waick enclosed q Memorandum OF tHe same | nota cont ainENg 
eebmation. 4yrnisned by the snt Covi oO 
3 tyanovach I Nosenko, Ge 7 
Snetosed is one COBY of a memorandux dated Haren 4, 
2954, Wi sich comtains she results or a detailed Jaterview With 
Vosenxo of march 3, i964, concern? ng Lee Taryey a Nosen= 
ag recd a copy OF the enc+ Fosed memorancum, Ls itiaied each 8 
wage, and 245 stated he has mo aéditional iaférmation concerning 
Sg7eld. | | 
NoSeio acvisea this Berea a that ander fo circus stances —-" 
Coes he desixe any puplicic civen to- chig informetloite Ee : 
Also advised that ne 35 witting to testity. berore the Pres sideat!s ve: 
omission wroviced £0 publicity: +: giveh: =O his” appearance. ee 
betore tie Commission or to the Snformation ‘which he mag Att a 
Leeman at sD -_——— . , 
tod ade 44o — ES = 2 j - Fe me Bime 
F ta “the event you, desire to have Nosenko appear betore 
the Comean tone: -it is suggested | that-you mexc- axrrangements We Se 
‘which. Agency . pes custody oF = = 
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> _ WASHINGTON 25, D.C. : 
In Reply, Please Aejer to . : . 


File No. ) = March 4, 1964 


LEE HARVEY OSWALD 
INTERNAL SECURITY - R - CUBA 


On March 3, 1964, Yuri Ivanovich Nosenko advised 
that at the time of Oswald's arrival in the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics (USSR) in the Fall of 1959, he (Nosenko) ~~ . 
held the position of Deputy Chief, First Section, Seventh rite 
Department, Second Chie? Directorate (counterintelligence), 
KG3 (Committee for State Security). This particular Section, 
of which he was then Deputy Chief, handled the KGB investi-~ 
gations of tourists from the United States and British 
Commonweal th countries, ‘ 

The First Section, at that time, and at present, ! 
contains fitteen or sixteen se ptsares. holding ranks. of Junior-=-"-=... | 
Case Orficers, Case Officers and Senior Case Officers, At. ~ . : 
the time of Pi resident John Ff, Kennedy'*s ass assination, ae 
Nosenko Seto he then held the position of Deputy Chief, 
Seventh Department, (Tourist Department), Second ChieZ? 
Directorate, with the rank of Lieutenant Colonel. The 

Seventh Department, consisting of ee rae ninety 
Case Officers, is responsible for KGB investigations of. 
tourists from ali non-communist countries, 3 


Prior to Oswald's arrival in the USSR he was oe 
completely unknown to the KGB, according to Nosénko, In . 
this connection he pointed out that immediately upon ; 
issuance of @ visa tO a person to visit the USSR, the Seventh -+.°: oo 
Department (Mourist) , Second Chief Directorate, KGB, is Ss | 
notified, At that time a preliminary evaluation is made = ':" . 
of the individual and a determination made as to what ae ea La 9 
iz any, should be taken by the, Tourist Department, ‘Oswald's: o's: 7 
background was not of sufficient importance for the Tourist 
Department to have any advance interest in him and Nosenko 
stated that his first knowlecge of the existence of Oswald’ ‘ 
arose in about October, 1959,'when Kim Georgievich Krupnov,— ai 
a Case Officer in his Section, reported to him information “2.2 | 
, Which Krupnov had received from an Intourist interpreter. It. 4% 
"+ was to the effect. that aS an “American citizen who had: - 7 


ne teensy “a 


LES ESRVEY OSWALD / 


entered the USSR on atemporary visa, desired to remain 

permanently in the USSR and to become a Soviet citizen, 

icupnov at this time displayed to Nosenko a memorandum c 4 
prepared by Krupnov containing information which hed been . 
seceived by Kreupnov from KGB informants at the Hotel Berlin 

(which administratively is part of the Hotel Metropole) 

concerning Oswald's behavior patterns, an Intourist itinerary 

fo> Oswald; and a two-page report preoared by the Intourist 
interpreter .(a KGB informant) concerning his conversations 

With Oswaic. and his impressions and evaluations o2 Oswald. 7 

Atv thet time a file was opened in Nosenko's section incor- : - 
porating all of the information which Krupnov had collected. 


. 
“e- 
* 


Nosenko and Krupnov, on basis of this information, 
conciuded that Oswald was of no interest to the’ KGB and bot 
agreed that Oswald appeared somewhat abnormal, Nosenko . 
could not specifically state what’ factors caused him to 
evaluate Oswald as being abnormal, but on besis of all 


information available to hin at the time there was no = -: ; 
doubt in his mind that Oswald was not STuLsy normni. "At". =" =. - 


vhat time the KGB did not know of Oswald's prior military 
service znd Nosenko stated that had such information been 
available to him, it would have been of no particular __ ?.* 
interest or significance to the KGB, | . 

On the basis of Nosenko's evaluation of Oswald. 3 
ne instructed Krupnov to advises Oswald, through the 1” 
-ntourist interpreter, that Oswald would not. be permitted 


to remain in tae USSR permanently and that he would have to 
ceperct at the exniration of his visa and thereavter scale 
.imnGRU>Dy &S a permanent resident through routine channels —_ 
at the Soviet Embassy in the United Stetes, Nosenko'ss':5'= 


inStructicous were carried out and on tho same date or the- 
voliowing Gay he lesrned that Oswald failed to appear. = 
suv @ scheculed tour arranged by his-Intourist guide,: <<: ~ 


Als prompted Intourist to initiate efforts to locate . = 
him and after a coupie of hours, inquiry at the Berlin: --22= 
Hotel established that Oswald's room key was missing, 
~ndicating that he was apparontly in his room, - Hotel - -_ 
énployess then determined that. Oswaid's soom was secured -s1-= 
“com the inside and when he failed to respond to their request... 
sor him to open the door, they forced it open, Oswald was found” 
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bleeding severely from self-inflicted wounds and was 

aanediately taken by an ambulance to a hospital, believed 

»~y Nosenko to be the Botkinskaya Hospital in Moscow. Nosenko 

did not know specifically whether Oswald wes bleeding from 
wounds in his left or right wrist or whether from both 
wrists and he did not know what instrument was used to . a 
cause the wound or wounds. The information regarding Oswald's ft, 
wounds was received by Nosenlco from IGupnov who in turn received _ 
zt from Intourzist SOURESE « ‘Nosenko did not know how long ty, 
Oswald semained in the hospital but stated it was for several ~ ‘ 
Cays, Oswald? S ‘attenvted suicide was revorted by Nosenko to 
the Chie? of the Seventh Department} Colonel Konstantin 
Nikitovich Gubas, and Nosenko believed that Dubas then reported 
it~ to tie Office of-the Chie? of the Second Chief Directorate. - | 
Nosenko's original decision that the KGB would not become. . . 
involved with Oswald was approved by the Chief of the Siecond 
etm "ate, and -it was further agreed that he should not be 

rmitted to remain in the USSR. 


A report from the hospital wes received which gave- 


the circumstances of Oswald's admittance to the hospital, 
treatment received including blood transfusion, and the repvort 
stated Oswaid had attempted suicide because ihe was not granted 
vernission to remain in the USSR. The hospital record also 
-ucludeca an evaluation that Oswald's attempted suicide indicated 
mental instability. Nosenko did not know whether this evaluation 
was basead on a psychiatric examination or was’ merely an- -: 
 Sservation of the hospital medical stafZ?2, Mosenko-also- 
Garneag taat upon Oswald's discharge from —_ hospital he . 
aS again informed by Intourist that he could not reside 203 Fy. .3, 
he USSR and Cswald stated he would comnit suicide.” . 


Nosenko did not know who made the decision to grant <-> 
Oswald permission to reside temporarily in the USSR, but he 
iS Sure it was not a KGB decision and he added that. UPON 2.225% 2. 
earning o2 this decision the KGB instructed that Oswald not. ->. 


S 


© 


_be permitted to reside in the Moscow. areas Nosenko suggested — -.< 


vhat either the Soviet Red Cross or the Ministry of Foreign - 
Azfairs made the decision to vermit aeee to reside in the. 
USSR and also made the decision to assi gn him to Minsk... 
Nosenko attached no particular significance to the fact that “ut 
Oswald was settled in Minsk but offered the aRRreen that since 


\? jet 
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Minsk is a capital city of one of the Republics and is an 
above-average Soviet city in cleanliness and modern 
facilities, it was selected in order to create a better 
impression on Oswald, a Zoreigner, 


iter the KGB was advised of the decision to 
auchorize Oswald to reside in Minsk it was necessary Zor. 
Xvupnov to bring Cswald's file up to date for purpose of 
vransierring it to the KGB O?Zice in Minsk, This was done — *% 
and the file was forwarded to Minsk by a cover letter 
prepared by Krupnov. That cover letter briefly summarized 
Oswald's case and specifically instructed that KGB, Minsk, 
take no action concerning Oswald except to "passively" 
observe his activities to make sure ‘that he was not a 
United States intelligence agent temporarily dormant. 
Supnov's letter was read by Nosenko and signed by Dubas.-=. - 


Nosenko stated that in view of instructions from , 
KGB, Moscow, no active interest could be taken in Oswald in - Off 
Minsk without obtaining prior approval from KGB, Moscow.. 
According to Nosenko no such approval was ever requested 
or granted and based on his experience, he opined thet the ' 
only coverage of Oswald Curing his stay at Minsk consisted 
of pericdic checks at his place of employment, inquiry of 
neighbors, 2ssociates and review of his mail, 


The next time Nosenko heard of Oswzeid was in 
connection with Oswald's application to the Soviet Embassy. . 
in Mexico City for a Soviet re-entry visa. Nosenko did not =-= -. 
know hew Mexico City advised Moscow of subject's application sions. 
His knowledge resulted ?rom an oral inquiry of Nosenko's ae 
cepa-tment by M. I. Turalin, Service Number 2,:(counter—'..-  .- 
intsiligence in foreign countries); First Chief Directorate, -°<. . 
Nosenko recalled: that Turalin had orally contacted Viadinir sso, 
Suznich Alekseev, Chief, Sixth Section of Nosenko's Tourist “=~ 
Department, with respect to Oswald. Nosenko's Department 
had no interest in Oswaid and recommended that Oswald's = => 
request: for a re-entry visa be denied,’ Nosenko could not —->' 
rec2ll when Oswald visited Mexico City in connection with: - 
his visa applications 2, - aie ge eee a a LG ' 7 
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Nosenko's next knowledge of Oswald's activities aros .. 
25 a result of Prosidont John F. Xennedy's assassination. 4 


Wosenko recalled that about two hours atter President Kennedy Es, 


hed been shot he was telephonically advised at his home by 
the KGB Center of this fact. A short time later he was 
telephonically advised of the President's death, -About two. 
hours latex Nosenko was advised that Oswald had been arrested, - 
and Nosenko and his staff were called to wrk for purpose of 
cectermining whether the KGB had any information concerning 
Oswald, Aiter establishing Oswald's identity from KGS files 
and ascertaining that Oswald's file was still in Minsk, 
Nosenko, on instructions of, General Oleg M, Gribanov, Chie? 
of the Sscond ChieZ Directorate of the KGB, telephonically 
contgeted the KGS Office in Minsk and had them dictate a 
sumiary of the Oswald file. WNosenke did not personally 
acceot this summary, but it was taken down by an employee of 
nis cepartment. As reported by Nosenko at the tine of:'his 
inverview on February 26, 1964, this summary concluded witha 


Oswald in the right direction." fs reported by Nosenko, this . 
latter statement greatly disturbed Gribanov since the KGS Head- 
cuarters had instructcd that no action bo taken conceming | 
Cswaid exceot to passively observe his activitics, Accordingly, 
Gribanov ordered ali records at Minsk pertaining to Oswald be 
fo=varded immediately to Moscow by mili ary aircraft with an 
explanation concerning the meaning of the above-mentioned 
statement. Nosenko read the file summary telephonically 

furnisned by Minsk, the explanation froma Minsk concerning the 
meaning of the above-mentioned statement, and thoroughly reviewed 
Osvald*s file prior to makings same available to Sergei Mikhailovich 
Fecoseev, Chief of the First Dopartment,, Second Chief Directorate, 
wno prepared a two-page Summary memorandum for Gribanov. That 
menorancun was furnished by Gribanov to Vladimir Semichastny,: ~:-, 
Chairman of KGS who in turn reported to-the Central Committee of. 


ing. to Nosenko, Oswald's file, as received from Minsk, contained..:::. 
~o information to indicate that the KGB at Minsk had taken any 
action with respect to Oswald contrary to instructions Zzomn KGB 
Headquarters. it did contain information concerning Oswald's-:o-*. 
marriage to Marina Oswald, background data on Marina, including fact 
shé had been a member of the Komsomol (Communist Party Youth Organ-. 
ization) but was dropped for nonpayment of dues and the fact that’ 
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\a statement that- the KGB at Minsk had endeavored “to influence “= - 


' the Communist Party, USSR, and,to Nikita S,; Khrushchev, © Accord. .0°2-° 
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the Oswaldés had departed the USSR for the United States, 
His file also included 2 statement that Oswald had been a 
poor worker. Nosenko read Yedoseev's summary memorandum 
and he recalled that it contained the definite statement 
that from the date of Oswald's arrival in the USSR until . 
his departure from the USSR, the KGB had no personal contact 
with Oswald and had not attempted to utilize him in any manner, 


Ve 


Nosenko was duestioned as to whether Oswald could =~ a 

heave been trained and furnished assignments by any other 

Soviet intelligence organization including the GRU (Soviet 
Military Intelligence) or the Thirteenth Department of the 
First Directorate of the KG3 (which deals with sabotage, 
xplosions, killings, terror). Nosenko stated that he is 
absolutely certain that Oswald received no such training 

or 2ssignments. in this connection he explained that if 

eny other department of KGS wantea to utilize Oswald, they 
voulLa heve to contact the eepartment which originally opened 
up the file on Oswald (Nosenko's department) and ask permission 


- to utilize him. Nosenko stated that this would also apply to 


GPU. Nosenko further explained that in view of their evaluation 
thet Oswald appeared to be mentally unstable no Soviet 
Intelligence Agency, particularly the Thirteenth Devartment, 
would consider using jim, Nosenko also advised that furtner 
evidence that Oswald was not of intelligence’ interest to the 
KGB is shown by the fact that the KGS Headquarters aia not 
~eteain a control file concerning Oswald following nis settie=- 
ment in Minsk. He claborated by stating that. had Oswald been 

of any intellisence interest to KGB a control file would also 


‘neve been maintained at KGB Headcuarters, This file would 


nave been assignod to a Case OFficer at Headquarters with _ | 
vesvonsibility to direct supervision of the case, including - .- 
the making of periodic visits to Minsk by the Case Officer, 

Tn Oswald's case the only record maintained at KGB Headquarters © 


-in Moscow was am index card bearing Oswald's name and the 


identity of the department which oviginated the file concerning 


him. a 


— oF 


Nosenko advised that he ascertained from reading... — 


“. Oswald's ile that the Soviet Red Cross had made payments. to 
Oswald, He stated, however, thet it is a normal practice — 


ae 


wo 
Wali 
! 


—_— 


—<aad -> -- ere 


ne9 crahpers eye + Peep re weeen tee ~~ th ier ae 
Tvaettate sf tS) ay ~~ ye , 1 Teen 
WPAN ale aN oP ape UPN Vers pe ve ‘. Way Pe ‘ 


LEE Harvey OSWALD 





tc=> the Soviet = Cross to make ree to enigres and eo 
standard of Soy tne then Soviet cits Zens engaged in similar 
occuvations. He lea mned that Oswald received the mininum 
oayments from the Soviet Red Cross which he estimated to 
be appr roxinate! ly $0 rubles por month. He did not know 
when these payments began and Gid not know for how long. i 
they sont enien. : A 


Noséenko stated that there are no Soviet regulations | 
which woul@have prevented Oswald from traveling from 
Minsk to caocoe without police authority. He Stated that 
Soviet citizens likewise are permitted to travel from place 
to place without having to receive special permission. 


Following President Menanedy's assassination - 

Nosenko ascertained from Osweld’s file that he had had access 

to 2 gun which he used to hunt gane with feilew employees in the 
SSR. Ee could not descrite the sun used by Oswald but did 
remember that. it was used to shoot rabbits. Nosenko stated |. ; 
thet Western newspaver reports describe Oswald as an expert - 4 
shot; however, Oswald’s file contained statements from fellow . i 
cunters thet Oswald was an extremely poor shot and that it | 
was necessary for persons who accompanied him on hunts to 
rovide him with game, ~~ 
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Nosenko stated thet there is no KGB and no GRU 
training school in the vicinity of Minsk. 
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“Becording to Nos enko, no sesarate rile was a aia: 
maintained by the ECB concerning Marine Oswald and all of -- 
XCB"*s information concerning her was kept in Oswald’s Zile. 
Ke said that no information in that file indicated that the 
“GB had any interest in Marina Oswald either while she was 
in the Soviet Union or after she departed the Soviet Union.- 
Nosenko 2lso advised the KGB had no pians to contact either | 
Oswald or Marina in the United States. ees 
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Nosenko opined that after Cswald departed the USSR am it 
he would not have been permitted to re-enter that country - -= 
unger eny circumstances. He expressed the opinion that Marina. 
and her children would have been granted permission to return e i 


alone had President Kennedy not been assa aimeaeiiasea ie : 
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Since the assassination of President Kennedy he does 
not know what decision would be made with respect to Marina 
cwald and her children. 


Nosenko had no information that the Soviet Govern- 
ment ever received any contact from the Cubans concerning 
Oswald, and he knew of no Cuban involvement in the assa2ssina- 
tion, | : | _, ° 


Nosenko stated that he had no knowledge that 

Oswald had made application to re-enter the Soviet Union 

other than through his contact with the Soviet Eabassy at 

Rexico City. He pointed out in thig connection, that had 

Cswald applied at the Soviet Embassy in Washington, D. C., 

or elsewhere, the KG3 would not have ever been aporised of :.. ' 
tne visa request if the visa’ issuing officer at tne Rubassy~- ie | 
decided on his own authority to reject the visa application, -" 


Nosenko noted that all mail addressed to the 


smerican Sabassy in Moscow, emanating abroad or from the 
USSR itseli,is first reviewed by the KGB in Hoscow. WNosenko 
acded that on occasions mail from "significant" persons ~ 


is not even permitted by KGB to reach the American Rnabassy. 
-2 the case of Oswald, Nosenko stated that since he was o? 

no significance or particular interest to the KGB, corres- . 
ypoudence from Oswald would be permitted to reach the Expassy, 
even though critical. Eowever, Nosenko had no knowlecge that 
Oswald ever directed a communication o7 any type to the 
fmerican Imbassy at Moscow. 


NOSEnREKO stated that no publicity appeared in the  ~= 
Soviet Press or over the radio regarding Oswald's arrival--.-:-. 


O> departure from the USSR and ’no publicity resulted fron s SS9PE * 


his attemoted suicide. Sovict newspaoers and radio have *.) > s 
carried numerous, statements concerning President Kennedy's 
assassination which quoted from Western newspaper stories : 
concerning Oswald's alleged involvement including the fact . --: 
that Oswald had préviously visited the USSR. <:.. 
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Nosenko advised he saw nothing unusual in the 


zact that Oswale@ was vermitted to marry a Soviet citizen 
snd later permitted to depart the USSR with her. He noted that 
Soviet law specifically provides that a Soviet citizen may 


marry 2 foreign national in the USSR and depart from the . 
USSR with spouse provided, of course, the Soviet citizen had 
not had access to sensitive information, 


| +t was his opinion that President Kennedy was 
heid in high esteem by the Soviet Government and that 
President Kennedy had been evaluated by the Soviet Government 
aS a person interested in maintaining peace, He stated that 
following the assassination, the Soviet-guards. were retioved 
from around the American Embassy im Moscow and the Soviet 
psople were permitted without interference to visit-the ~=> 
American Bnbassy to express their condolences; According to 
Nesenko, this is the only occasion he can recall where such 
action had been taken, He said that the orders to remove the 
guards came from “above.** He added that his department provided 
approximately 20 men who spoke the English ‘language for ° 
assignment in the immediate vicinity of the American Embassy 
in Moscow to insure that no disrespect was shown during this 
period. | , sf feta 
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